ot + all, v3; 
"£300 ns; 


' Wherein'i is held forth”: 


The orliics of the 
- worſhip, and Pradtices 
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E that increa ferh knowledge; in iAcredje 
] IL Lforrow, isan obſervation which hv 
4 deth true of no' part of knowledge, 
| much as of the knowledge of.” + rag d'- 
| wy is ſome relief to him, whoknows no-- 

hing of foreign wickedneſs,” ©:40 hope. 
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Fr. are other Nations whet ci Vide 
is honoured, and Retigion' is'; f Fo Y 24 1 FI 
which allays his regrates, wherhe'k he _ : 
Vice and Impiety abound in fisGount en 
butif by travellmg or reading heenkarge* 
his Horizon; and' now Mankind: be 
 hisregrates willgrow, whenhefi 
| whole Worldlyes oor 


oo ok on, and I cel F VE to 


3 Gd nd-Tns'* on Chriſt, and ſee the Ene- 


J- of thee ; -6ra: race-triumphin over 


| and. ſo much enraged cruelty ; and that 
* not only in thedark Regions of i it, Which 
- the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath not yet 
| - Viſited-with' his Goſpel, -but that where 
{- Chriſt ſhould have a Throne, Satans Seat 
q ould. alſo be, 1s juſtly ſurpriſing and. 
> affoniſhing.:- That almoſt all Chriſten- 
- dom hath/fallen from their firſt love, is 
” wh 'F one. whoſe eyes are open'can deny; 
is littlele( evident, that the greater 


red from the Faith; and that the Church, 
- Who! > Faith was once ſpoken of throughout 
3, Fowldis now become the Mother of the 
z "+ wications of 'the Earth, : Tt is true, the 
3 iptiires warned us of a falling away, of 2 
; fe of ans My of. an _Antichri {ah to be 
| F6V Gr time, and. of a Babylon 
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© the World, with ſuch abſolute : hority | 


2 t Fer it hath made ſhipwrack; and er- 1 | 


eto bathe ae 3. 


4 


J Sug, 


T8 i 


Beirig then warted-of foitch A... to. 
the Chriftian-Religion , it 153,necelſary 
(though painful) enquiry to; lee; if this 
_Lnt:chriſt be yet. come, or if; we! muſt 
look for another; 

'Btit becauſe ſome have fireeched the : 

- Notion of Antichriſtianiſm ſo fav, irhat 
- things harmleſs.and innocent'come withs : 
in1its compals ; and others haveſo muck : 
contracted it; that they might-leape frees 
we areto take a view-ot-the Nature and. ; 
Deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion;andits | 
conclude frota ;thab what = 
chriftianiſm : It being not; only a- bars: 
| contradiction; to. fome branches gr,-p res 

of. the. Goſpel: (for then every PUR: ol 

herelie were: Antichriſtianzſm; but-a, der. 

| fignand entire complex, of {ughioprnians- 

| and practices; a5,ax contradi Fy:$0,8 i. 

ſubverfive'of, thepower and P 

ſtjagity + And if,we find. ally, os MN 1” 

tobe broached arid received ar 36, rId;.- 

we: may with ithe! leaſt hazard-of- uns: 
ehafirableneſs,, pronounce It yo de 
chriftianiſm, andif it be actedipi 


| ted by any Head, he may be. 66 
Antichril A3 


i at theſe four lor bg Grft 

- 5s, to give us right apprehenſions of the 
Nature and Attributes of God, that we 
| may conceive aright of him , and adore 
| him ſurably to his Nature, and accotding 
| to his Will, and thereby beadmitted toa 
| free converſe with him, and become'par- 
| takersof 'the Divine Nature. How little 
| of God: was known by the twinklingsof 
Wa arures Li zht, even to the better and 
Þ vner (er | the World, Tulles Books of 
=_ tare of the Gods do ſufficiently 
Inform us Bur if the Philoſophers were 
n om h toteek 1 in it;what ſhall we expect 
--FFOIT 11 che Vulgar? And indeed” Homers 
ads, "and" Ovids Metamorphoſis , were 
VE = yRtems of Divinity ; and yet 
k- hand fuch like, were the ſentiments 
"oF the Nations about the Godhead. ' It is 
bs Pap age of Abraham were delivered 
þ H fro mx that darkneſs, and knew God by his 
ne Fehwwah, and had:Laws and Ordi- 
"nanc S' given them by God; yet their 
WV Yor ip was ſo carnal, and did ſoftrike 
0n,-and affect the ſenſes, thr www 


_ beſoon \ liabiod je wasnorfs fi blimeand | 
free ac tcp the opiopnteg el CHE, Di-. 


Typical: Ries, which dndowad our . 


MI 


vine Nature, and {o. was only fitted for 
the Infancy of the People of God, butby | 
Chriſt = myſtery that lay hid, from ages | 
and penerations, was revealed ; for he dechar © 
red the Father , and revealed. hins: 'N on ; 
taught .us to remounee Jdels 4nd VARIES | 
ani to ſerve the living God, commanding ol 
men every where Fo repent, the kimes of. (p00e | 
raxce wherein God winked at Idelatry, being | 
thenover,, That:fo Mankind rings ; 
Off- ſpring , might feel after his; and age : 
worſhip; him any more in thei bliadung: 
groſlneſs of Idolatry., but:ins pure 
ritual manner ; and-whereas#he: Hong 
by alin v9 > by Sys 1 Grace & 
Grace, in oppolitigtieo the ſeverity 
Law;-.and 'Trath, as oppaſed..þ 
Falſhoog)bur w the Figure Lt If "'WÞ 

ofes bus Law atd om Dd 16; 
beworſhipped in Spiritand Teutl ws.4 in 

tion to the Carnal Ondity ; 


Truthio the Law. 
> Th {cond olob b of 
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F latioH4virh his Makers For 
I Ne Rao alt mankihd agrees in! this, 
q Watfinwan indigriefidonoro Godjwhich 
- Qclt vethpuniſhment, and cannot be ex- 
' PratedByAnyervieeman can doit It was 
ey orenccelfary there ſhould be a'tnean 
[© wfor ineouraging"finners toimbrace 
| #Religiouslife, of which all had reaſon 
{ toUeſpair,  withour-pardon were" offered 
[ p-penitents\ upon"the-changs'of their 
- 2141 Now this was that ; the Heathen 
” 7 wn dom how to ProenecWWageic 
Be lad fagrificesfor xpantingey ingofiin, 
_ could inever' quiet! their-conſci- 
eriees Tine the common ſenſe:of 'man- 
Ki ad tolfs, that the blaod- of beaſts *can- 
not-appeat God. The tm eryitherefore 
of the reconciliation of: finners'to:God , 
is theproper character of ' the Chriſtian- 
t Relay "3 fe)  xhichfholds forth to-ys 'how 
ws _ Word $made man; andendu- 
able ſufferings' for the: fins of 
xrien, e1 cha of the Croſs; and 
na ral bile up by God, and carried toHea- 
en,'whereihe 4s veſted with all power 


and 


Slon- 4 coho fort eheitnbthod of | 
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' [and authotity; and by:the merits: of his 
death hath'a right to'grant pardon; give | 
grace,'and confer eternal: life on: # that | 
believeorrhim ; by-whom God conveys 
all things to us,” and through whom we 
are to offex up all our warſhip to God, he 
being the Mediator betwixt God and man. 
The third he:d of the Chriſtiat-Reli- 
gion is;'to'teach the perfecteſt, cleareſt 
and moſt divine rules; for advancing'of : 
the ſouls of men toithe higheſt perfection. 
of their natures. It'is true, noble/pieces ! 
of morality - were acknowledged? and- ©! 
taught bythe Heathen Philoſophersitand- | 
the Booksof the Old 'Teftament have the 
| Dodrin of virtue, purity, humility-aud *; 


A 


 meekneſs laid open very tully : but'wirhs = 
out derogating from” theſe , -it muſtbe. 7 
acknowledged , that:as'the Dodtrin-of > 
Chriſtianity, reacheth'all' theſe preveprs---” 
With clearer rules, and fuller directions 
lo they were in it recommenidedi bythe 3 
example of its Author, backed with #he'-- 
ſtrongeſtMotives, and enforced withiwhe*-" 
greateſt Arguments. In theſe arethe:lel-3 
{ons of purity, chaſtity; ingenultys' 


by <0! 


and naw” but muſt be enamoured of the 


taught 1 it 
- The fourth deligniof Religion is, to 
unite 'mankind in the cloſelf, bonds of 
| peace, friendſhip, and charity,” which it 
I oc bythe 8 x" = way” for 
the: tempering our paſſions, forgi 
Injuries, and lovingour Enemies, __ 
the Nodrin of o©bgdience to thoſe in - 
- thority over us, but likewiſe by aflocia- 
E 1 It 4 s into oneBody, called the Charch , 
ry bot beremn we areto: worſhip God jointly, 
AL tobe coupled ; inone by theulſe of t 
Ss: ora ACNTS, which arc the Ligaments of 
bn] "Having 


{ pranches and parts thereof, I ſhall, add 
b 40: his;the main diſtir aidbin Characters 
K.' "ourReligiqn, which areall Rs. I; 


19: mr to. all that ; is pos great 


Chriſtian-Religion » as ſoon as he is| 


b: thus viewsd the great deſigns J: 
| of theChriſtian Reljgion in the.:ſeveral 
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/3l- The firſt is, its verity; 


| that publiſhed it , chiefly ja the Perſon of 


1ik OY 


that it js not 
founded on the tattles of Perſons cancer- 
ned, nor on the reveries of Dotards, nor 
xeceived with a blind credulity , being 
founded on the Authority of the; great 
God , which appeared viſibly 1a hole 


Teſus Chrift, who by his Miracles that 
were wrought in the ſight of all the - 
People, even his enemies looking on, and 
not being able todeny them, but chiefly 
by his reſurre&zon from the dead, was 
declared to be the Son of God, which © 


WI 
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met wi1 


Wet 
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J isyies enuixe ſimplicity and: prrſpicuity,that 
- alt tt . room and Rilo ate clearly 
: andyliftinely held: out to us,/ not like the 
* "Heathen Divanity, much. whereof Jay 
 AnſdarkOracles m the Booksof. the 5 SyL1ls, 
| *and.inother pretended Myſteries, which 
none but the Prieſts: might handle and 


'vailed with Types and Figures, ſo that 
L it 'was not eaſie'to. ſee the tubſtance and 
| only Page all: theſe foldings and 
 thac /-But the glory of. the:Chri/tiax 
, as'to thisparticular ; -is nobly 


2 = my But we all: with open face, as inaglaſi, 
---Srbolding the glory of the Lord, are changed 
E. eoithe ſame Image, from glory to glory, FI T 
=Y 5 of the Lord. 

het Charat#er is, the reaſo nablenef 


| none: of theſe/abſurd incredible! things; ' 
which abounded among; the Heathens, 
” nor'Þf; theſe Rites. of Judaiſm , -the rea- 
- ſons whereof, 'belide the Will of Ged ih 

JET enjoyning 


not be. WS... to ror or rniereſt 6 
 -'” The ſecond CharaFer of :our Religioh 


nd.” The Fewiſh Religion.was alſo | 
t by St. Paul, 1n theſe words, 2 Cor. | 


 F the Chriſtian. 7% , 1t containing | 


Papa on 


LIMI 


he 
ay 


| 


ſntority mnhafich D., : WK } 


aſenjoyning them, cotld: not by aangdy! 
but both: the Dodtrines and A 
the Chriſtian Religion are fitted for” ? 
Mankind , and ſo congenial to his Nas» 
rure, that they well deferve the deſigna-» - 
tion of atheable ſervice.,. or - rational' 
worſhip, God having made our Souls 4M 
and them of a piece. 

And the fourth CharaFer of *our Reli- 
gion is, 2ts eaſineff ; Chriſts yoke #4 caſte 
and his burden light ,- Mat; 11. P W: 


in we are freed. from :all th barbarous 1 
and cruel Rites of Gerriliſn\ and from. | 
the oppreſſive Bondagevf Fudaiſnr, which. 
was 4 Law of Ordinances, and a yoke that 4 
' orr fathers were not able to bear, but that. 7 
we are called to by. Chriſt, -is io ſimplez + 
ſoeaſie., and fo plain, that well may'We. 3 
ſay, his Commandments are not "grieuanssy » 
r Foh. 5.3.' : PE 

Having given this hich of. the Þ hg - 
and Characters of the Chriſtian/Relws- | 
gion, I hold-it:not neceſfaryito! dwellos +4 
afturtherdeducionof- holes ran: _ 
more. particular branches, inor-tatiake 
_ Ea of Rehgion. good.: Dy -anly! | 


Ys; > 
v#4. 
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olition I have laidFat 
| down, being {o- obvious to the reaſon of Þ9 
| everyconſidering perſon; wherefore I goÞ* 
| ] onto examine if there be any ſuch [y/fonrP9 
| | of-Docrins or Opinions, among pre-PY 
| | tenders to Chriſtianity, which tends toÞl 
| | theoverthrowing andenervating of this Fi 
| | wholedeſign, and whoſe Characters are [Vt 
| | dire&ly oppoſite to theſe I have mentio- 
| 1 ned; and'the lefs avowed. and the more be 
diſguiſed that Society be, as it is more |P3 
akely to-prevail, ſince Error.and Vice are 
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? 

© Vhias 
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{moto formidable in their own colours, |O 
E a when vailed with the ptetences of |% 
Truth and Virtue, ſo it will better agree | 
F with that grea : 
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F ainly if if ay love. to win "Tad the ho- 
Four of my Redeemer and his C | 
o:þad by uence a zeal for fouls ,: did 
»; pot engage me to this ſearch, I could eafi- 
e- [ly quit the Task, and'chuſe more eafie and \ } 
o pleaſant: ſubjects for the exerciſe of my. 
is fhoughts, but the wiſdom of God has | 
+» |ving declared ita part of wiſdom to ob- | | 
x- {ſerve the charaters of the Antichriſtiar | 
& (beaſt, 1 therefore » though not without : ; 
e [pain, E Eoge in thefurveyof it. "5: 
«| And inthe entry it will be a ba 2 
, | Omen, of no good to: be expected fron 
£ |any-fociety that ſhall ſtudy to keep her 
or PR. wry i nnenr to barr theny - 
s [ihe ſtudy of the holy Seri tures, which = 
- | being the Revelation of the whole couns 7 
; | {{ of God, and writterby plainand. ſind? "I 
ple men, and at adams mp? the wy of 


, | the rude literate: Vu ; 
; | them che Myſt 5 Codlines, rr” : 
tiontharif Hodic to hide this kghr } 
under z Canc eſtick, and to keep ir in 
j yox | Ton 6 orforbid the wn 


A. | ſtant « ya + Ti ot: Mc 
ing DO eds r-that end) tha 
| aug rhaſt be conſcious to themſelves of 

b ereatdeformity to[that-rule, iand: appre- 

>. bend; that if it were more known; their 

T D odrin would be lefs believed, efpecially 

| fince the hardeſt part; of the: Seripturey]. 

are the wrirings:of: \the, Old Beftiment j| t! 

. And! 'yet- theſe vi were: communicated to all 

” of that diſpenſation, who were-comman- 


h 

P 

K SS by-Chriſt to ſearchthem ; and who] 1 
G1 0 
J1C - 


educate their Childrenin them;: cor- 
+ tinuing that Holycareto-a high.degree ,| > 
£1 | event oy ty daygr Now: except at betaidy t! 
” that:it-15 fitter all be kept under darkneſs 
| inthe new Diſpenſation, than was 1n the c 

F Old'ne account [can- be given; for: the 0 
* zeatis uſed in any Church, ro: keeps their] E 
* Childrea in ſuch! jgnorancei;i and:'yer| 4 
* thisus «part of the diſtinguiſhingg Eha- | 1: 
' racers of thenew Diſpenlationfromrhe | d 
1 thatlight hathapptarediniit::Now 
all mayknow how guilty thoſe of :Rwme 
 arginthis ::Whatpains:are aakenio:de- 
FF L pin- the: authority - of - the: Strips 


3 tures 
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{ $48 > hr they Meets: 2 » tel: its | 
l datkne, - ſornetimes its athbiguoulncls, 
1 ſometimes the genuineneſs of its Ori 

| nals, and always complain of its being 
e| too much peruled ,and therefore let as lit- | 
ig) tle of it be put 1n vulgar Tongues as can 
ly be; read it publickly in an unknown 
| Tongue , and permit no —_ r_—_ | 
tl the uſe of it , without allowance front, 
1 his Confeſſour : Of which, though in ſome 
1] places the Reformation hath made them 
of moreliberal, yer where thereis ao hazard * 
12] of that, they betray their averſion for the. - 
| Scriptures too palpably in all their Wri-/, 
d&| tings and Diſcourſes. , - Sd 
%| But now to purſue my. deſign more ® 
Ee cloſely, I muſt call to mind thefiritbranch * 
| of. the Chriſtian Religion, which teach- =» 
r:| eth how God is to be worihiped in a pure ! 
p | and ſpiritual way ; and ſee how far this 
7 


is contradicted. And here I muſt conſt , 
der the Idolatry of the Gentiles ,,whnch. | | 
wasof two kinds. Theone was, when | 4 
the: true God was: wort! 3 
manner : The other was: when divine 

| adoration was _ tothoſe- who were ' 


 «krjads 57t thefirf: wah, ul en-2n. Image or 
—_ erected, for repreſqpting the 
-Deity:tatheſenſes, and adoration offere q. 
ro + ot :throug Se it Jo VRigh, FR. 
vthoughiperhaps the herd did igrmerly 
paeipebo —_— yet: their Philoſet opher] - | 
cdeclared; theymeant theſe only fqr exc 
£0 eſenſes and-imagination., and no 
Mt worſhipped ; yeh, lf that vl 

E- ÞDeity: \thould | be; conceived, Hh jan unt 

' -them;as wefind both in Celſus Tu path 

| - 1 AXIH5: Tyr126, Now this, fc orm 7 
*. adorationis contrary both tothe. rm 
' 5:Efteacennd Command. , -For God ,mi 

* 11 githerbeiconceived like ſuch an, Imag-. 
by rants; IF- like to it, then a great. indy 
gity is done the Divine Nature. greatſ 
| thanik aToad or Worm-were et. out 


_ «tho Imagept-:a King, tq have civil. re 

:2rence payed to-it; {ince heis of his 0 

"oBifence, Incomprebenlible = E al In 

vible; and fahath no th way Ea figure... 1 

. erword)it;abuſes our:thay hes (30 
© whea wefigure,him to: pk Kel 

 -<4:1f we conceive . God not like Tick! 
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pay ; he Why 16h por except 4 
a ſharetb the vulgar, who wilkbe-ready 
0 tothink'God likeunto it *- ahd eertawiat - 
{I 15; that whatever'the more refingd/es ab- 
ſtriced 'Wirs may" conceive; of theſe 
'Tinages, yet the vulgar offerup theix Ad&EI 
rations direQly to them, and CONCety© | 
1 God to be like unto them.” - i; 
This Worſhip is alfo contrary to- >the | 
1x) Divine Precept, who-made/it+one ofthe | 
=] ten Commandmenrs;which -himfelf-de- | 
livered to hispeople; 'Exod-20; 4. That ns | 
graves Image nor likeneſs;ſhould bt Fauehes fo 
be worſhipped, © And -the" reaſon given, ; 
ſhews the Law was perpetual; fir-God. is % 
| ever jealous of the Glory due to bins, Now q 
el what kindneſs thoſe 6f- Rimehave to-this 
1 command; may be goefſed: by theip fri- : 
#1 king jt out of their Cxtechilns, as-if it } 
1 were only'an appendix-of- the fiſt :- But | 
FJ if we read the whole Old-Teſtameants, it | 
will firniſhus with large diſoyeries of: : 
"Gods diſpleafure at'this kind ef worthip,. | 
'to" which" the Jews were1a! indlinkble; ; 
my bur Grd would" 11 give '\his prajfe to\graven. : 
_ Images; Iſa,” $: Ss: { Now'heret1540 be : 
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| 48: - » The Peſſeryoft _ 
 "remembred, that the Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 
-tion'was low and carnal, when com- 
| "pared to that to which we arecalled : If 
- then this Worſhip was not allowed off 
'to them, it is much leſs to be allowed off | 
$ - among Chriſtians. 
| Another part of the falſe Worſhip off 
- the Heathens was, that they believed thq , 
= Deity and Divine Power was by myity. 
| ..* cal and magical ways affixed to ſome Bc 
- ” dies;  asthe Sun or Stars are; or to ſom 
| © Temples, and to ſome_Ariiliaand Pa, 
| -  Ladiz,' which they believed came dow 
'- from Heaven, 4s 19. 35. to whid 
| © they held God to be preſent and adhq , 
' rent, and therefore worſhipped then ,, 
' And of kin to this was the Iſraclites theſ ;. 
worſhipping the Calf in the wilderneſs, Exdl .. 
- -32. for it is clear, they looked on it, 
'* their God who had brought them out, 
- Egypt, therefore could not poſſibly be ad p. 
ring the Egyptian God that was an Ox ; typ, 
- - the Feaſt that was to Jehovah, and the 
| ..** Pſalm.106. verſ. 20. that ſays: , they chil p4;; 
| ©» ged their glory into the ſimilitude of an A gg; 
þ --*-. do ſhew that they. worſhipped the J-- 
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' | God d, though ina falſe manner. 4 
is it to be imagined, that TL the 
IF Prophet and Saint of the Lord, though 
very guilty in this matter, could for all 
Ol! that be ſo criminal, as to make afalſe god: 
ON But the moſt ſatisfying account of his | 
| fault is, that when he ſaw God-in the 
o9 Mount, Exod. 24.-10. God are in th in 
1d that figure that was: afterwar 
ith. moſt Holy Place, which wasmabgdus 
Ol med after the pattern ſeen in thaw 
My And if ſo, then God appearedifierwee 
"41 the Cherubimsz now x > 19086: of 4 
Wi Cherub, was-the fame with-that of 2 
1} Calf in -its hinder parts ;* Exch, 167% 
IN And'if we compare ver. 10; of that 3 
e1 with Ezek, 10. 14: what in the firſt place 
h is called the face of an Ox, 1s 1n' the Ps þ | 
*1 called the face off a Cherub , which' tells us 
it} clearly what was the Figure of | the Che- 
ut] rub. © And therefore-_Aaron; leeing the * 
People deſired a ſenſible Symbol of Gods 
Prelehce among:them , fie made choige' | 
Jof that he had ſeen-in; the Mount _— 
Athe Divine Glory, and/yet all that did - 
0 Jt excuſe his fault in theſight of God. 
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*#6p "4 » RELIES LEY its bh [| 
| i [Sk ers wer.the Taerinl Z t 

A Ting ood etup- WAREreſl.were | j 
| the Chevubin,,, when na eval led, | 
| he-ſet upiCalues, 1KINgs 12+ 285;29+45 1s.|a 
| probable:upon the ſame account , : :bur-no [1 

| doubt-continued in all points, the Wor-| 
- ſhip of the:true Gad ,.as it was at Fers- | c 


| ſlams; a8. qe be. proved, from, many | z 

| ounicularss -but-che Go ayberexrith, he 5 
'_ Eel rn fin, was the worlhipping | þ 
| ofeieetie God by afalls.Symbgl;; Fhef F 
| lik Saoount isto be.given of theldolarxy| f 
[dt Cater pbed -" mg AndoEaly n 

| worſhipping the BraazniSerpentys King.) 5 
- $8.4- whereccertainly:the true Godiwas| c 
-- adored, and yet. the Pgople wenta who- \ 
Ec forſhip.: L500 
here the Title eas gies I 


* to ldolatryſo ofteiiinithe Old Teſtament 
# ave X reds-rhe importancd 
whereof 8; chat. God by covendnaog 
_ *pith his People, ismarrjed to-chem,to.bg 
_ God; and. the.conjugal Duty! the 
e- him, is Adoration: W hercthg 
Fore other. Creatures have. ady ry q 
Em beſtowed qn them, yrs: whore 


. dom is committed. - = _ Noy 
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eto th y mult be,all.m; 
re | judges? 8 who know How: nent 1 apart of, 
l, Chrifteridom worſhip God, by: Ic | 
is, | and how the adored and mth, 
0 | ſible Teiniry'is painted 15-41 old. man with 
r- | © hild'n his arms; and- u dove. cuer the; 7 4 
- | childs head 5 though no man hath. ſeem the, : 
y | F4thet ut "ny time; Fob; 63 46.: and:the, | 
16 | Son 45 God canmno/ more be gepreſented 
g | by an Image, than: rity Farber, (OHR0Y 
We HolſGhoſtrhoughbnoe ap appeaxing.inthe 
ry | fyribBolical repreſentation: of a Doye,cans _ 
1g] not! Without room Gs ;xePp blo 3 
p, worth uciderthas figure! i,;Nei ; 
as EE tn apolbgy: be: offered fon nh * 
0-1 which-coutd' notrwith the ſame! | : 
| have cleared both Jews and: Can 
Tddlatry;-"Arid whatever more abſtracts : 
ity ed Minds may!think-df-thiele, Lmages, | 
| Yet w6ne that-eenfiders the-ſfimpligigy of -* 
the Velbar ;therfrailey ky-of Man;-andhis | 
by inelinarion to apprehend alt. Tg ok s 
1 &”can d6ubr le\ 
eld teally conceive: of, God! aSTlikewh 
 Eftand do plainly worſhip th hemerÞt } 
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" 22. _TheWrſery. +. 
' isfurtherto b - conſidered, that though, 
- the Sonof God was Man, yet a5 Man he.| 1 
| Js not tobe worſhipped; and therefore || a1 
the ſetting out of Figures and Statues tl 
- for his Humane Nature (which/on the | 7 
> yay are 0 real adumbrations, but only || tc 
F che fancies of Painters) and worſhipping | V 
| cheſe as the Images of the Son of God , | t! 
' is no leſs:olatry,.than'to worſhip the] Þ 
| Father asan Old Man. OW [ 
| 7 Andfurther, the Worſhip of the Maſs d 
| 3s Tdolarty, as evidently as any piece off I 
* Gentiliſy ever was: FOr if it be-certain| G 
that Chriſt is not in the Hoſtie > which] v 
| ſhall: be: afterwards made out, then taj & 
| adore him as there, muſt be 1dolatrous.| £ 
| Neither will it ſerve for excuſe; to, ſay} 0! 
- that Chriſt is truly worſhipped as prer| t1 
| ſent;"and if he be: not there. .it- 15 only 
| - -@ muſtake- about the: Preſence, but no 
| Jdolatry can be committed , the Wor 
| Jhip beibg| offered 19.2 proper Objety |; 
| who is'God. But if this Apology freq Þ 
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cfe: es that they: 
[, have Krioy , it was the'g gre 
and true God they adored , believing him 
there prefenr. as their Fathers had for- 
e | merly believed. But he were very geatle. | 
y to Idolaters, who upon ſuch a eng” 
g | would clear them of that'crime; What | 
| then is to be faid of that 'Church; that : 
e | holds it the greateſt piece of her Reli- 
gion, to adore the Bread with the fare Toa): 
| devotion they would pay to Chriſt,/were- 
ff he viſibly preſent ; who'call the'Bz * 
nj God , carry It abour i in Proceſſions;: -and 
h worſhip it with all the Solemnity iffia- | 
of ginable. And finally, the Worſhi 3 they 
s.| give the Croſs, is likewiſe an adoring. 
yi of God under a Symbol-and Repreſehta- 
2-5 ton. And thus we have ſeen the parallel 
| y of Rome-Heathen, and Rome- Chrittian; runs : 
Fa but to0 too juſt. 500-2 
| | 


But the 7b kind of the Heathens: das : 
: Kay » was'their worſhipping of others _ 
$ beſide God, whom they held of two : 
ranks: Some that ' were 10: purds "TE : 
they never dwelt in Bodies: Orth Crs! 7 
ngjudged to be the Souls of decealedf diem; 
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nayredewith, divine ole Apt | 
kind of, Idolatry WAS fill beghp.5 Foe | 
levobersF4 Ringeh the ae ve of His" || 


Eayher Bel ped it*” 
$ BE Roan BE elſe GS were 
| oalled? Belie., ar, Bat. ns Now. *concet- 
Se yt e the; Heat ens, ol 
| thaghwere certan, inter 
that; went- EE God, a; mien” "by 

.allg INgs. WEre, Sveyed to 
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for th em wot? - 
— nx hbng y 2 from Ee Thos of BY: 
| bylons being the WR of t b Fay I 
' Idolatey,we mayguets,why the Apoſtac 
| of thatCiuy, which in. Bo les 
2 arg. \Yergn guer th (4 Kingdoms ofr th e ia þ 
|, Rev. 39: 28. is ſhadowed forth DE 
+ need Zabylop Gro jo out tha theſ: 
|  carmaptionc wastotall into, W425 © "ot be * 
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Dl of a kind in hit 68; «NOS. 
iT and: the” 'Charadtef, of the*Whote' doth! 


7 
»t 


is | likewiſe: agree well with this. Ba 
| Now if, we compare” with this-thb | 
"3 yeorilup of A nels and Sarfits in theRomiie 
b- Church , WE ſhall find the patity-joſt ane | 
& | exact. _ For. after. the*converfion of "the | 
7] Roman Empire, it is not tb be denied" But 
that in order to*the gaiditis of the'Hias | 
they World to a\cormptyatice with Child | 
ſtianity , the CB/1/1475 dl asmetr as was * 
poſfible accommodate* rhttmſelyes mathe 
Heatheniſh cuſtoms : Add tlerefore'm., 
ſtead of their gods, they, ſetup the Damen | 
and palwop ,.to the 'Ap oftles -ard_ 
other Saints and Martyrs; Which The 
dorat doth mot iHgentorr acknow+ 
ledge to have beer let in the ſtead of 
_ god pt hey becittte erwanks: {6 ? 
exact ny the parallel, tlat.as the Heatherns | 
hag of thele iftr 5 gods for every Nations. ' 
[4 "any was a Saint appoifited fo every | 
| OE St. Andrew or Strlank. S þ\ 
: or Eng/and, St. Patyick fox trelamib, \ 
i; 4 Eat more for other. Nations :* 2 BY j* 
if Y 2 every houſe among the Heathens &d |: 


_—— - 
of 
—. F% bd 


_# _ _— 


= I 1 OLI AG FN LS 
Me en eg 


» -o& 


& 
& 


8. £2 OY 


- Lay PEE 
9 Fadpgy. 
"5 


- their houſhold god, fo every perſon was 

| taught to have a tutelar Saint and Angel. 
| And as. among the Heathen there were 
gods for all Trades, for all Sickneſſes, and 
' for-every Virtue, ſo in Antichriſtianiſm 
| there were Saints for every Dilcaſe, for 
| every Profeſſion, and for all the Graces. 
' And as the Heathens built Temples for 
* them, fo did alſo Bebyloziſh Rome. And 
| here an odd remark is in my way of this 
conformity,that the Partheor at Rome de- | 
| acated in Auguſtus his time to Cybele the 
* another of the gods, and to all *thegods, was 
| afterwards conſecrated to the Virgin and all 
the Saints. And as the Heathens offered | 
|. Prayers, made Vows, obſerved Days, | 
' brought Preſents, uſed Proceſfions in ho-| 
-nour to thele lefler gods; and worſhiped | 
| their Statues and Imageyy= oo 411 this} 
by degrees crept into Rome-Chriſtian , as 
{Might be branched out in more particy- 
| Jars thza the nature of ſo ſhÞrt a diſcouſe 
- will allow of. It is true, the worſhip 0 
| - Images came not in before the ezphth Cen- 
\ Fwy, but after rhat time it engaged all } 
,.;that received it into a high degree off. 
- Madneſs, for advancing that HeatheniſhJL 


| pieceof Worſhip. A [ hers tell. 


what 15 known to all who have ſeen the: 
id forms of that Church £ how = ſhall * 
find their Churches all over dreſſed up” 


.. | with Images and Statues, gorgeoutly ap- : 
- parelled , and well adorned; where t 
IT poor vulgar are lying proſtrate before 


| them.ſaying theirDevotions,and perhaps 
-r gin feetof theirShrines with chidir 
| fears, and with great affetion kiffing : 
1 the hem of their Garments: And-at: 
through the tricks of the Prieſt "the: 
4 Image ſeem to nod or ſmile on thent53 


| 
x 
- 


4 | (which is not unfrequent) with what: joy 


. | dotheygo my , as if ſome Angel had: 
x. | faluted them from Heaven. And here: 


4 | it weretoo long to reckon up the Abo-' 


is) minations of this Saint-worſhip which: 
ic areoffered to the Yirgin, with'the Blaſ-; 
- phemous Titles given her, and Prayers; 


&|| | madeto her ; as if ſhe were more merciful: 
< | and gentle toſinners, than her bleſſed Sox. 
what ſhall Ttell of the whole Pſalms turned; 
wy | f04cr?. The words of Goddeſs and Lady ,/ 
ff { being put in the place of God and Lord: 
I/ And that from the eleventh Century in! 
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THT ber ring theie 
) ten Go to 
LOW many .] 
£4 wel de duels her , Les | & er Son: 

& 7g more Churches are built toſ 
ber ;thag-ro -her Son And how, many|- 

' * Palanirmoges. are made to her Shrines and]: 
FE Sf ques? And thus I. think little doub4!. 
pg will remain, that the worſhip of theſ. 
| 6. Baalzm at Babylon, is now-ſet up an.: 
->rheGliriſtizn Rowe. F 
þ ke Now aowcontrary this 1 is to the Dt 
vin Natures common reaſon may ſug 
geſt :.. as.;alſp_ to: the exaltation- of 'thg| 
EF. exſon of Chrilt , Ta, 42. $. God is a jea ( 
| o—low. God, and. will not give his glory to. and: 
'> ther. ;, "We have but one Lora Feſus Chriſt 
| L-Cor, 8. 6, who by. his. moſt .precioug: 
oy bloodſhed fort us,, purchaſed the honow 
=P 2 hin 0g Mediatour betwixt. God, an}: 
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pr 4 
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id nd. therefore Chriſtians ough 1 
only \ to make, mention of his Nam» 

eat evil of Idolatry 'is 

nm the ou of the, FAV | 


ws. 4- 


"ite 4 ava Phe RIES oP. 
Free and'fpifitual converſe , and fellow- 
"ſhip with 50d, to whith'the'Goſpel'in- 
Ws Us; i\fid earries-it out iito anex- 
ter: "fentible , and dead Religion: 
TRA ſes the power ' of' true Piety, tma- 
hop: itdie but*in fortnal-and ftapi 
hel. ' ſuperitirion: "And the Plagues' whic 
nf . Heaven pours out on thoſe ungodly wor- 
1 ſhipers; are heavy, and*great. *- A*bluck 
A | Roll of then in the end of- the firflChup. 
4. tothe Romany, which Were the Gonledta- 
p ries on their not glotifping of Godyas 
Wi | God, which'is branched our intothe'two 
s kindsT havediſcourſed of: *The firft is4-0. / 
/ 23. they changed the Glory of th#' Zinborrup- 
«| tible God, into an Image made lik to'ror-. 
| reptible man,” &c:* And'the ſetondiis, 
iV..25- Who worthipped and ſerved the 'Erea- 
ture more th%5(orbelides)/be Creatofs: And ; 
io would raiſe horrout” in* (bet pee 
” tell how. Pry the ſin of thefleſh#! | 
; "rot the ER Sodortizwhich 
din t af difinat Girdligh, ds 
k tel of this (pirittial Babylon, ; 
He wHlthe poor cons Pulls ! 
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fo Þ TORN = them. Lo this ou 
Alia theſe are-parts of the Myſtery by 
which they would vail their: Aboming I: 

-tions ; but their nakedneſs is not hid with 
- this thin vail. For we ſee how ſimply | 
+ all religious Worſhip offered to Crea- 4 

--tures diſpleaſed God: Neither did thi 

- Prophets tell the 1/rac/ites that a kind off, 

.;:Worſhip called Dx{:2, -or Service, __ 

- be PX ed to Creatures, but the Zarriaf;. 
| Or Adoration, was only proper to God ye, 
| indeed. they dreamed nor of this ſubtilty;Þ., 

© :4nd when St, John offered to fall. down before 


Us caval he forewarns him not to do it 
. 248 berg not only his fellow-creature , but hit 
iS Wow-ſervant , R Revel;. I9, IO, by whiclt® vn 


[ - all; that -Proftration for worſhip is de ar 
_-clared unlawful, and what can be cal f 
| Jed- Adoration, if to offer Prayers, tc 

F make Vows, to ſing Hymns, to obſervd., 
Day £ and to build Churches, be nof 

ſuch? Theſe nice diftinQtions whicl 
the Schoolmen have deviſed , - wil 
ſerve in no ftead in the great. aa +... 

| when Gods jealouſie ſhall burn like Jin. 

TY j————_—_ all that have diſhonoured tu x 
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coſting worſhip ppity r29Þ" "Cree { 
than nd it 1s certain; that' however | 
: Alfome ſpeculative: pl may: have di- 
Iſtin& Notions of tlieſe inds of Worſhipy 
ayet the Vulgar, -in their PraGice, make / 
*4no difference ar all, but place/all thei 
K ruſt in them,fly to them intheit rroobles C 
Ofas to their refuge and ſtrong ies 
It hereby that faith and confidence whie 
lis only due to God and his Son is abared' | 
I much of it being beſtowed-on Creax * 
ures. And what a baſeneſs of Mind * 


_ doth it diſcover , for Men, t6:whom God 


; path revealed ſo much of theRiehes: of 
Tis Grace, and hath allowed: conſtang 
clkid free acceſs to his Throne; withths j - 


le argeſt encouragements and” aſſurances | / 
al being heard and accepted by him {1 
Und who hath given Mplind s Medit E-14 
VIor, who in thelikeneſs of' our: fleſty didj - © 
1:xprels the greateſt and freeft love ima44 
CFinable, dying' for us, and; being now 
vir Advocate and Intercefſor with his 
YFather ; that inſtead of converſing ime! 
Fhadiately with God and Chriſt in- bet © 
, +-—= mad of en, weihould betaligs M 
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| an om err cor troy a, ke 
- $0 TC the Object of Worthi » theb 
| Manner of it-i8.next to; be confi tred t 
| Weobſerved before, that God called us in 
E< hgſsor $0.8 lively and ſpiritual Work - 


= 7 th and this was firſt in oppoſition tofD 
| th roeries-of the Gentile Worſhi » andpf 
- Next to: the. heavy yoke 'of the 3 


ew1thtO 
- Bondage, : How much. of Sorcery-andf0 
Fon bnc chantments was uſed in Heatheniſmfk fi 
very one: that gives account of - thein 
Forms doimention ; but. indeed all theyfto 
4" ed was pothing , if compared to theÞh 
Fnchantwehrs of the Rowan Church$h 
7 andfirfiof all, can anything look likefds 
aChars, than the worſhipping Ged inee/ 
an unknown Tonpgue*t in which rhparc 
þ Wodboper 45 capable of: no converigihi 
” with God by theſe parts of Workip ah 
| Which he doth not underftand. _ NexiſRe 
1 'the 'muttering ſo large portions. of 

| Werſhip , ethefly in the Office of. 

- UMals,w edachit took like but the re nan Of 


q | ITY THEE SILVER "Mt 
Sling of Charms But ſhall I kgretaltof 
whe 6harming of Water of Salt of WAS-GanaH Se | 
elfor driving away. of Devils? Shall newt | 
&ell of the chriſtening of Bells, the hallpming = 
1ebf Oyl, the touching of: Beads, the roriching: of 

I Wittle. Pebbles ; which ſhall have a-yartus 
nþgainſt Sickneſs of -all kinds,.Thunders 
rnd Lightnings, and: Tentations'.of the . | 
tolDevik? Shall] next tell of the conſecr ating. L 
1dbf* Roſes, Agnws Pet's, Medals, and the hes _ 
ſifOr,ſhall I tell of their Exorciſms and Charms | | 
ndor driving out Devils, with all the ffrangs | 
metions uſed in them.* Shall F.mentian / ; 
eidthe Keliques, and all the virtues believed \ | 
:Mto be in them; yea and derived fromthemy \, 
h$hall4 mention their priviledged wdltars, \* 
hS&heir Fubilees, the Prayers upon which i= | | 
refldnlgences are granted, their ſa/qnm, Proc | 
| 1hee/aons, together with all the in all tri Ss c 
rhfare uſed tn every patt, ef their Ware: 
rigſhup * All this bould be:endlels. Thele | : 
ipſthings/ cannot but eat-out the power of |. 
xiRKcligion., and introduce 3 dry and empty ( - 
thils&e/ler of encluinted Actions, inftead of \ * 
chiſthat lively Image of God, which the 
hriltiap Religins deligns to reſtore in 
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| how the-Saſ' 
- cramentat Actions are polluted- by theft 
| ſuperfetation of ſo-many new Rites;Jt 
' whereby © they are_ wholly changedſt 
| from their original Simplicity. © Inſt 
' Baptiſm , #nſtead of' waſhing with water|C 
' i the Name of the Father, Son, aullt 
& Holy Ghoſt; how have they added fofi 
' many*adulterated Rites © the - ChildS 
muſt *be- thrice blown upon, then ag 
+ Charm uſed for turning the Devil ong1 
- of him, he muſt beanointed with hohyv 
|. Oyl;, and hallowed Salt muſt be putjit 
in his-mouth , ſanctified Garments alſgſt! 
- maſt be put on him, and a holy WaxÞ' 
| candle 'in his hand, and the PrieſtyS| 
| Spittle muſt be gently ſtroaked upogſtl 
him. Whether doth all this look Iikgw 
| _ the Simplicity of the Spouſe of Chriſfly/* 
Tor the Attire of the Harlot « And iſ! 
the other Sacrament, - a great: dea#/ 
' © more adoe is made, ſo that any indilf 
'ferent SpeRator , who were -not wall: 
ned of it, would ſwear it were'a folemi 
piece of Pageantry ; the Prieft mul 
come 4n glpathed with rich embroidg 
F 1 Ko | * 
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32 red Veſtments , . then he- goes: to the: Al- © 
heftar; ſometimes reads on the.-ohe ſide}, - 
25} then he turns to the other, ' Often, he | 
red] bows , and kifles , and crofles , ſome- : 
Injtimes ſingle, ſometimes thrice repeated 
zefcroſles : Moſt of the Office he mutters;? 
though what he lays 1s all alike under- 
{ſtood , being in an unknown tongue; 
il{Somerimes he turns to the People, and 
| gives them a ſhort Barbarian Benediction; | 
mt{ Then he goes on till he come to the five © 
olwonder-working words: And then in- * 
,ufgſtead of the Bread , which the force of | 
1(theſe words hath driven to nothing, 
axJbehold- a god, to be worſhipped by the 
ſtSpetators; And. after the adoration, 
ofthe god isto be devoured by the Prieſt, 
ikgwhich made the Araviar ay, he never 
iftfew 2 Sect of Religion ſo fooliſh as the Chri- 
iMitians were, whowith their. teeth devoure! 
eaſe god they had adored, Certainly all this * 
Jifooks fo like a piece of extravagance, 
af&(pecially if the ſimplicity of the firlt 
miſiaſtitution be conſidered, that many 
w v4ll doubt 1f it” be poſlible ' that ſuch 
d@worihip can be received in any corner 
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| *thar genuine ſincere ſpirituality appear it P 
itz which':the Goſpel holds forth to- the 7 
£ 


world: Theſe things having a native 
| xendencyfor _— awaythe foul from 
- attend! rome , in her a&ts of wor] * 
| ſhip; which is the only'thing for which * 
* External worſhip is to be continued inf © 
hate may jointly concur to cont! 
verſe *WMgbur Maker. If from this | ic 
| ſhould reckon up all: the tricks are uſee ic 
 jn ſeertter worſhip, what ſtories ſhould I © 
| tellof the-pattering over the Beads , oft! 

the multiplying little unintelligibld 
a Prayers , the uſing of Penances, ſome b 
{ whereof are ridiculous for their gentle lo 
7 neſs, andothers of them are as formidabli d: 
_ for theif horrour,and fitter for the Prieſt W 
of Zax!, or the worſbiper's of Diana T turich bi 
then for thoſe that worſhip the living] Vl 
' God with joy and gladneſs of heart{$H. 


V 
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d meerly-in the opinion of a charms! . -- > 
But I muſt next thew. how the Wt 1 p 7 
il plicity of the Jewiſh rites wasalſobroight - 
4 in upon; Chriſtendom , tholigh: Gheut - 
yd came to fetus at liberty from; ghay Pidages | 
ml 27, which was niade up, of : Ordinances 
\r1 and lifeleſs Preetpts, that conts. ret make * 
oj #he doer thereof. perfect: nothing being 
n | enjoyned in the Chriſtian Religzon ;:bur ; 
n4 that: which was bf at ſelf eafieand proper ; 
. 1 for the great]. deſign of ; purifying out | 
-4 ſouls. Now: ſuch as/have broughtmn a yoke * 
| jy of ordinances; that have no tendency 40! 

{ the cleanfing of [our ſouls, but oppreſs us ' 
4 with their tyrannical 'burdentomnels;, 
being both heavy, and numerous; miſt be ' 
{ looked on as the mtroducers;of 4 new: Ju-{' 
4 daiſm, for oppre(fihg the Chriſtian worldg\} 
/1 what a heap of -new ſuperadded forms(! 
4 have the High Prieſts. of Rixee, brought 
i upon theſe who ftaop. to thait tytanny®e } 
-4Aqgd how much ſanctity do they: place in / 
JH——CcC4 them 3] 
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days hive che Y ind © How nl 
* diltir In'of meats ,-of. faſting ,, andſ; 
He bi finencer And: how like are their Jubi-þ 
te e5and lg, tothe Jubilees :and| 


trotting up to. Jeruſalem , whichhor 
Ins mY ons the Fevgpn Fn « word, there 15h 


& Kor: a \ pieceof worſhip about which there Ki 
' 5 'not 2/greater 4p facts of vain-pom-To 
Po and; witha ſom Ceremo-C] 
4 Le Emention tho five "ſaperadded Sacra- ſim 
—aments;t0the-two inftituted by. Chriſt, for 
2 X wich all the rites beloriging to.each of for 
Fehem;' or recount-all:the rites. in their þy 
m1 eultifariotis ordinations 2. Shall Ftelbof fer 
; the layi -up the Bodies when' dead , ſhi 
"and of the'forms-of their Burials *_ The 
| Surningof Lamps in the cleapgft day, to- 
' gether with the Incenſe that perfumes the 
- worſhip, which are clear pieces of anti-ſþc 
-"quated Fudaiſm. In a word, no part vffj 
_ Lge holds more exactly, _ #* 
taat 


» 


\ FA bebe God with thief IPs, Ar chets 
ju) et are fat form him : And worſbip him 
diy vain, teaching for: Dofttrins the Com- 
-bnardments of men, Matth., 15.8, 9. 
dÞ And hitherto I have diſcourſed 1 up- 
hfon the firſt limb of "Amichriſticaigh; 

nd have diſcovered too- evident” In- 
eKicationsof the contradictions is in it ; 


o the firſt branch of the deſign of* | 


Zhriſtianity; whereby --the enum of. 
30d is / partly adulterate; and” 
mothered' 'by a heavy and 'trou 
ome load of uſeleſs and lifelefs 
fformances 5; which muſt ' needs ' 2” 
wut the” ſoul | from  an' © inward at- 
ending on God, or free converſe with 
5» 1M, | 


ef Theſecond branch of Chriſtianity is; 


o-fhe holding - forth "that Myſtenous* 


heFontrivance of the wiſdom 'and 'good- 


f eſs of God, for reconciling the world... - 


offio himſelf, by his dear Sor ; whom 
F* A to the death for us, and. alſa 
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| of Propher, Prieft,and Ting. By. the firllſ 
- of :which, he xevealed the. Father , an(;; 
| his whole council to mankind, 18 play 
| and ſanple diſtourſes,, afterwards comy z; 
E. mitted to writing/by the faithfuli eye and x 
* earwitndſles of his: Majeſty. : ;His 'Prof y 
| phetiok'- office: therefore 15 chiefly aof jj 
\  knowledged:, in-our grateful receivinf7 
| theſe diſcoveries; and our-ſtudying to ady a 
| Juſt both our Faith and' Practice to thats 
Funerring rule, -:-But can. ny; thing bg 
[more cantradicory to this ,-/thkn to Keo| K 
F the: knowledge of: theſe writings frong's, 
F Chriſtians, to accuſe their darkneſs anc Ki 
| defets, and: to: apprehend (great dangey 

| Fomtheirdiligent peruſal, to vilify thay 
| facred ſtudy, preferring the lame .ang}a, 
 lifclefdiſcorirſes of :men, tothe. words fg 
eternal wiſdom! :For we muſt conſidetfiſe 
| thatour ſftudyof the-Goſpel ; is of thin 
| famenature with aperſonal following aft 
Chriſt, when onearth,to ſee his miracle$zj 
and hear his doctrin, the ſameis alſo.to bij} 
hong fa. 


. 


F che Acts pt © Belles of: the! A- 
moſt ie 3; Now to bay the Vulgar:ifrom | 
Athis, is; ro: hinder thetn to bing and: ſee 
qChriſt and his A mu as if thatwere 
o u Priviledge r ico Church-men. 
ay WW hat ſhall ni yr of theſe, whorall 
Wy 7he Scriprures a Noſe of wax, the Sonrſe of all © 
Hereſies, 4 Book written not on par ph, but - 
MW p01» particular Emergents , and do atlertits 3 
IC incompleatnels, unleſs made up bythe 
nf Traditions of the Church © Is not thistd 
204 add to the Words of that Book, and toaw- © 
1 cuſe the faithful rirrefof unfairhfulne&e. | 
But worſe than all this is held by theſe, 
ff who will have all the Auckoling of the 
MF Scriptures to depend -on the ChurclF? 
ad which muſt be believed inthe firſt plack, 
ZI But here a great difference is tobe : 
ul made betwixt the teſtimony of a witnef, | 
| 
> 


Jand the authority of a Jzdze ; the fore - 
MF mer 1s not denied to the Church; ; aol E 


clo the Fews had the Oracles of God: com 
IN mitted to them , but that doth not prove. 
Fthe Authoriry of their $ 1nhedrins infab 
Ylible , or ſuperiour to Scripture, and in ' 
ny this caſe more cannot be aſcribed to- > 
all... Chri- 
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p urch,rhar awasproperto i 
£1 Jewithi in our Saviours time. But furthey ſc 
| if the Scripture be to be believed on th 1 
teſtimony ofthe Church,thenupon what 
com 15 the Church firſt beheveds Il, 
cantiot befaid, becauſe of any teſtimonyfy 
in Seriprure, for if it give authority toſh 
he. Scriptures, it cannot receive its awſy 
F thority om their teſtimony. How thenſs 
| hall-it roved that the Church muſty 
| be "rh 2. or mult it be taken from, 
- their own word? and yet no otherſy, 
tealon can begivento prove the Church 
| ;ofallible. For to ſay that they haveſp 
|. Sontinued in a Succeſſion of Biſhopshj 
om” the Apoſtles days, concludes no- 
| ahing z unleſs it be firſt proved thatſe 
| [the Doctrine of the Apoſtles was off 
-{ God; otherwiſe, the Mahometan Religionkf 
; is as muchto be believed, fince for manyhy 
esaSucceſlion of Prieſts have believed 
! F% Further, the Greek Churches drive 
\ up the Series of their Biſhops to the Az 
|\ poſe days, as well as the Roman, whyk 
' \rhen ſhou d not their Authority be likes 
Al we PINE infallible 2 In fine, 
we # ant! ! 
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Te I a A AY 
nn Mniqutey knvalled. = y 
muſt the Vulgar go and examine the Sue>\ 
tf cefſions of the Biſhops, andjudgeabour | 
M0411 the dubious Elections, whether the 
Conveyance have been interrupted or| 
Wnot « Certainly were this to be done, it'| 
nflwere an impoſſible Atchievement, and 
tQharder than the ſtudy of the Originals | 
Wot both Teſtaments: Therefore the Yul-}_ 
elloar muſt {ſimply believe the Authority] * 
uitof the Church on her own teſtimony ,| * 
Miyhich is the moſt abſurd thing imagi- 
KIinable, and this to every individual , 
cliwill reſolve into the teſtimony of their/ . 
VePrieft, Behold then a goodly Founday : 
PSftion for building our Faith upon ! —* ;? 
104 Chriſts Prophetick Office 1s alſo inva- * 
Latfded, by the pretence of the Churches In- 
ogfallibility in expounding Scriptures ; for 
oif this be granted, the whole Authority 
nyFwill be devolved on the Church, for by  : 
edthis Doctrine ſhe may teach what*ſhe 

Fwill, and were the Scripture evidence 
FTever ſofull to the contrary , yet what * 
ver wrefted Expoſition ſhe offer, though 
<cqvitbly contrary to the plain meaninfof *' 
e She words, mult be believed. But wh 
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iged., .is __ Ty to 1 Hh 

ves 4, ſome- yielding it. tq;the Highle 
zeſt of the Church, when in tus Chair _ 

= ta the rear Sanhedrim of, Chriſten) 
Som. 18 a General Cppricil, others to both} 
| at 4 but all rhjs is aſſerted withoudſiie 
{ for that of ; Chriſts, of zelling thel - 
. Church, Mat. 18. 17. ſo often xepeatedhe, 
: by them, is meant of particular offences ga; 
and ſo is reſtricted to the caſe of diffey We 

| xerices among Brethren , and relates not 

| to points of Dodrine. Beſides, th 
| Context of theſe Words doth char 0 
| thew them applicable to every Parochiales 
Z Snbarch: . and yet their Infallibiliry itt 
' Cannot be elſerted, So it is clkar, thalſC} 
I Chrit doth on iy ſpeak of a rm ir 

Or. cue queting* of differences among thy 
Bye 
E.- That of the gates of Hell thei te 
; prevailing againſt the Church, CMat. 16kat 

| 218.{proves uot the pretence of tnfall 
: libility, And. indeed the Trallatioff vp; 
| of. that place deſerves - Amendment&he 
I al inſtead of hell, that. Ward: «4 X 
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"A rdve | iſo __ whe: Neat ang 
Y f the Phraſe is, Death (which wthe 
k nouth and: gate through which-we-pats 
Snto the Grave, and 1s ſo. uſed by [Greek 
uf riters) thall never prevail againſt the 
Church ; that is, the Churoh all ROE 
; wr 
Neither will that of the Spirit FP; nn 
-G Jean out into all truth, Joh. 16. 13. ads 
Fwance the Cauſe a whit, fince chat 
©bromile relates to all Believers; andit4s 
th part of the happineſs of the new Dif : 
&penſation, that all in it ſhall be taught "of 
Y God. And the . promile of founding the |} 


Ecburch on St. Peter, Aatth, 16. ſaith as ©; 


; Jcrlen for ſuppoſe the Rack on whom the 


hurch were to be built, were St. Petr 23 


Ok qhimſelf, which I ſhall not much contras} : 
Frert, that is not peculiar unto-him , ſinee| : 
bye are all built an the foundation of the Apes 1 

les and Prophets, and on the twelve foun- 

p ations of the new Feruſalem are written #he \ 

albumes of the twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb; | 

offeut what will that prove for a ſeries of 
f ay of: Rome ? . — 
| nally ,- for . the . keyes. of the 
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|  Kimgdo. oh Heawris 5 dont, Ave. chel 
being; given td :St; Peter , that faith r 
| mMore,but that he was to open the Goſpel 
which is uſually called , the Kingdom: 
>” 'or of Heaven in the New Telitah 
Now.the. uſe of _ keys being ta; 
- open che door, this was peculiar St.Peterk 
honour, who did firſt publiſh the Goſpe 
- both to. Jews.and Gentiles, and in par 
| neutral firſt receive the Gentiles int 
- thenew Diſpenſation. But this hath nd 
- relation to the Biſhops of Rome , nor tc 
Y | the - cures infallibility of that See. 

- -#T hat which hath the faireſt appea 
Tr ice of reaſon 1 is, that if- there be nd 
E Glue unerring Court on earth, fot 

deciding. of | controverſies, there tha 
| be:no end of them; but every privatc 
"Man. may upon the pretence of ſomghai 
W's underſtood place of Scripture ſpai 
break - the unity of the Church , anden 
| ſothepeace of the Church is in hazardſin; 
..of - + being irrecoverably loſt Bu Buſhte 
- {now [pecious ſoever this may appear$ 
[it Sch no weight 1n it: For-it 1s cerifſet 
[ tain that vice, as well as errour,. is. dem 
Das ſtructive "o 
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Mruaiveof Religion, and ir will-bemg 
WSmputation on:our 'Religion;' that the 
afpne be no moreguarded againſt;:thanthe - 
ther 1s ; if then there. be /no-quthorityt 
For repreſſing Vice, but the outward dif 
tÞipline of the Church ; it is not! incons 
"7Þruous there be/no other authority: for 
XIupprefſing of errour , but: that fame of 
zhe Diſcipline of. the Church. .t:is cet#: - 
tFainly, a peece of: humility, fora 'man-t@+- 2: 
Jiſpe& his own thoughts, when they lye 
tFrols tothe Senriments of the guides and 
Faders of the Church : Bur withal;,a' 
$12n ought to be:in all he does{ifaly per> 
bvaded 1: his own mind, and weare'icom-* 
olmanded 70 try the ſpirits, ani net to believe ' 
ery ſpirit, 1 Foh. 4.1. Now reaſon be: ' 
$2 the chief excelleney of ' maii'; and 
at wherein the Divine Image doth 
Fainly conſiſt, it were very ablurd ta: 
deny man a rational judging and: duxcer- 
rging of: theſe things wherein; his eternal © 
uſtereſt-is moſt: concerned, Belitlezthe  -: 
rÞture of Religion, it being ai thing furgs**. ©; 
rJeto the powers of the ſoul, thews:that _ : 
legman muſt have: a convitidn:'bf the © # 


math ax hiamindabdrive _ 
Mie bowtad itatuttradeRzen to 35.0 p 
, t0receiye any opimonf 
weerly uUP@AMN the teftimonyoof others. + 
wok—nomnring m—_— I - 
ean be brought from r provin 
. General Councils to onal in; ma 
 4ersof Faith, or that Popes have bee 
| Hepeticks, or that they have been angpc 
| [themarizedasfuch, by other Popes at 
"General Councils, I ſbotild be too tedio 
Bur inend; how: ſhall the Vulgar knok - 
\#he definitions of Councils, or the Dell 
-ereesof Popes Or muſt they be blingan 
determined by the Prieſts aſſertion . 
ys this were to expoſe theif 
'to the g hazards, fince they ati: 
not to found their Faith upaſih 
the Scriptures : Nor doth the Churdſeo 
| reveal her Doctrines to them, fo-th ih 
 * their Faith moſt be reſolved upon tl 
b. Þare-Teftimony of a Prieft, who is pac: 
* Shups- both ignorant and licentioni 
- And 'by this we may judge to whiſſor 


* 2 paſs the fouls of the 
Z TAE: gd bythis Do@rine, n lit 
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" "14 = ſrvns Fi yaney ROE 
100 id to their Authority for nowe can 
niÞe a Judge, but; Ces ba hank powes 
oth to- try-and 40 goetce: - Now, nond 

alffout God can cither fearch our; hearts , os 
change them ; for as go humane powes 
atfcan know our thoughts, ſo nexkies: Calif 
urn them , which are-not in out own 
power, much, lefs in the;power of - - 
nfhers ; therefoxe: our Conkgiences cat's 
End muſt only fall within Gods juriſdyt- 
0n: And ſince 'the renovation; of | the 

N Image of God genfiſts in- Knowledge, 
nqand Religion deſigns an uniogs of ous 
glouls to Divine Truth, thag:; we. may 
| freely canverle with it, & will-folow-z | 
aſthat all theſe pretenices of - abſolute as I 
ogſthority and infallibility in Teaetiog >; ave 
dcontrary to Chriſts: Prophetiks Oou 
þh rho camere reveatche Father $0 #t«; |; 
1. The: ſecond gf Jeſus: Gbaſts Ofis 
neſfcc a5, was the Prieſtly , wirhout! which } 
former.) had' never been. —_— 

vr had we knawn never (0. 

be WAL of God, without 4 ae | 
4. besn laid. dawn for reconciling _ 
D z ſig- | 


finnersthim, it was Ivan t to think MA 
Religion, fince nothing/finners could dow 
was able toi'appeaſe God; or expiate fink 
bur this was fully done by the Sacrifich 
of that Laribof God, ho became fin f 
#7, and bart our fins #3 his own Body , 
whom welhave-redemption , even pred 
if fin throuth his Blood 5/3 Cor. 5.21. 1 Pet 
| 2:24. Epheſcrc 7, if then'any have ders - 
gated froin'the 'valueo? this ſatisfaRionJ] 
BY ey hive offered the utmoſt indignit) he 
”— to o the higheſt love, and committed thePr 
crime'of the- greateſt: uh. prac 1magiſſbu 
nable ; whowould 1 the moſt 1nffan 
- aoncieveableilove, ite ſuch a'Sacrilefbe 
| - gious atteiipt- But, how guilty are thejſk 
| of 'this/|-who-would-ſet the Merits andor 
_ worksof 'men , in anequality with t 
Blood of *God'2 as if -byitheſe ; we we 
' Juſtified, or owed our'title to Glory, ti 
| our owii performances; whereas we a 
| taught by-the Oracles: of God , that þ 
| nes weare ſaved; that' God only hat] 


made the difference betwixt us and. other, f 
and that he'thath- freely" choſen us in- 
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Jofwe do, that it can; pretend-to- the. loweſt 
ndegree.of Gods acceptance , without he 
iofreely , both help usinit, and accept-of 
us for it? ſo that when he rewards us. for 
our ſervices with Eternal Lite, he freely 
rowns his own free gifts to us. For when 
e conſider how great a diſproportion 
Sthere 1s -betwixt-our beſt Services- and 
nfEternal Glory, when. we allo remember 
tyhow all-our good actions flow: from- the 
hi Principles ot Divine Grace freely given, 
Mbut withal, refle& on the great defects 
nfand 1imperte&tions that hang about our _ 
lebeſt performances, we will not be able to * 
MFcatertain any thoughts of our meriting 
gought at the hands of - "And cer- 
hgtainly, the deeper impreſſi0ns we. have 
ither of the evil of fin, or the goodneſs 
got God';. we will be further from a capa- 
city of ſwelling big.1nqur own thqughts, 
For of claiming any thing on the. preten- 
Rlions of juſtice or debt., It is true, this 
ADoErine of Merit.) is, ſo explained by 
Wiome off that Church. that there remains 
4420" ground: of quarrelling it; noon 


005 and] ont tape uky uk 
y—emi_ inan-jnnocent ſenſe.) Bu 
many-of that Church acknowledge 
the no obligation on God by ou 
Works; but that which his own pro 
| milobinds upon him ; which none, wh 
believethetruth of the promiles of th 
| Goſpel,can q ueſtion;- but ſtill we mul 
jeg Ge we owe all to the love 0 
Jeſus; and nothing to our ſelves: whic| 
as *t is the matter of the Mlelujahs 0 
"Saints, fo ſhould be the ſul 

\ of -oup daily acknowledgements 
wherefore , we maſt abominate everj 
thing thatmay ſeem to detract from thi 
Bur alas! were all this zeal , many 0 
that Communion own. for Merits and 
3 Works ,” meatt for the advancing 
= Holy and Spiritual Life, jt-would ca 


5% wer apology with jt, and its 'nobk 
1gn-would very much qualify the io 


| |. verity of 'its cenſure ; put when. thelf 
|. good works , which for ſo -many age 
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of | | _— for ax Pe Wir, 
|Church; what ſhall be {aid of all thar | 
pains was uſed by the Monks for advag- 
Jcingthem ; burthat chey were willing td | 
hy pllthe value of the Blood and Merits of 
-þ4 Chriſt, for advancis their own Seculax 
I intereſts, and diviled praftices* Alas! 
{ how far are theſe from that Holinels and _ 
ol Sanctity, which .mult qualify us for. the 
Kingdom of Gad, and the inheritance 1 
;þf the SaintsAnd toend this matter 
- | Me add ofice thing, which is molt pts 
of to all who haye obſerved 'the methods 
ih of the directours of Conſciences in that | 
4 Church, that with whatever di 
# this matter be yarniſhed over among, | 
4 them ; yet the Yulgar doreally imagint } 
I they buy and ſell with Almighty God. : 
{8 by their undergoing theſe:Laws of the 
:1/ Church, and penancts impoſed by theit 
þ Confeſſour : Which as jc nouriſherhhe | 
20 life of Pride and Selfove , 10 it detradts | 
A fromthe value they ought to-{et: on the | 
A blood of Chriſt, 'as their 'only title to 
& Heaven and Glory, D 4 And - 


d'tothis, I muſtadd that diſtinAigu! 
0h of 't nporary and- eternal puniſbihe 
"we deſerves : The latter wheredfwa 
" they acknowledge are- removed: by then: 
| Blood of Chriſt, but the former muſtþa; 
* be expiated by our ſelves , either by i 
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| ſufferings in this Life , or thoſe we multher 
| endure in' Purgatory ; unleſs by. theul 
| Popes :charity we - be ſecured- or deli:Þol 
| Syeredfromthem. Now, how contraryſþo i 
* this 1s to the value we --are taught - tothe 
| Met on the' Blood of Chriſt, all mayſþe/ 
| Judge. Epheſ. 2. 15,16. By Chriſt peactMe 
' "6s ade, we are reconciled to God, he preſentshuc 
| iis Fo the Father without ſpot and wrinkle) | 
| *And'much more of this nature meetinghhty 
8 in Scripture , 'declares how plenaryÞla 
bis fatisfation - was ; nothing being}4. 
E Jeft undone by him, for removing they 
gut and demerit of ſin. And whath 
-comfortleſs-:Dodtrine this 1s, we mayo 
Joon apprehend, how it takes away 
- hat joy in God, at the approaches of rc 
+ death :- Since 'there is 'ſuch a hazard 
| of direful miſeries following. Now, this fe 
-ayas no ſmall part of rhe plinepy: byÞe 
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tywhich the World was:'brought under 
% I - E 5, : 


/oSheir dominion; and therefore great pains 
2ofFwastaken for rooting the beliet of it deefil_: 
nen all mens hearts, ma apo and Ap- | ! 
Saritions were vouched for its proof, and | 
ul the Lives of the Saints;that were writs 
en for divers Ages, were full of ſuch fa- 
Sulous narrations; ſome Souls were faid 
$0 be ſeen ſtanding in burning brimſtone 
0 the knees, ſome to the middle, ſometo. 
he chin, others ſwimming tn caldrons of” 
{ted Metal, and Devils pouring the 
etal down their throats, with many: 
ch affrighting Stories. + | 
But for all this, the proof from Scrt- 
gÞture was onlydrawn from one wreſted? 
lace of the Apoſtle Pau/, 1 Cor. 3. 12 13>: 
84,15. whoſaith, That iz the day of the! 
ra, ſuch as built upon the foundation" off 
$hriſf,ſuperſtruttures of wood hay,and ſtubble; 
ould be ſaved, becauſe they kept the foundas' 
0w;yer ſo as byfire. But this was only: 
roverbial form of ſpeech, to expreſs the” 
Silque they run to beſuch; as of one thar 
[capes our of: a fire, ſuch proverbial - 
xeches being. uſual in Scripture,-as _ 3 
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end placked out of the fire ? Orof thel 


F pltle, Fade 23, Save ſave with fear, pu 
| "then ont of the fire. And any conſiderinff, 
| pon will, at firſt view, ſee how (lend, i 
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= 2 foundation this was for the ſups 


_ firucure built upoa it. 
. But the way was contrived for preſe 
ang Souls from, or re them out 


Purgatory, will diſcover what were tl 
Inducements of —_— the belief { 


it with ſuch zeal ich' was thus 
med: It 5 believed by that Church, thi 
| o__ the Commands that neceſſarily 
all Chriſtians, there are many Cour 
$ in the Goſpel, inorder'to. the attainfl 
| Ingahigherpirchof perfetion , ſuch <, 
the counſels of poverty, and chaſtity, ' Xo 
_ thelike, and they teach, that ſuch as dif} 


-not obey theſe, cannot be ſaid to have ſl hs. 
nedy but on the other hand, thoſe whia 


favs obeyed them, ſhall not wanr- a 99 
ward, by their ſo Adio 61k Ho 9) f 
ON, 2 


what was trictly bo 


_ the reward of them is their merit; 
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Ef all theſe Merits; there is a compentrear 
ilers fake: the Merit of Chriit 15 the chidf © 
WiStock', 'and this is committed to the Suge + 
PMceſſors of St. Peter, ro whom the Keys &f 2 
- the Kingdom of Heaven are believed: to | 
"De given, who can communicate. of -rhat | 
is, rmabm—r_ I c—_—_ . 
 vreſerving Souls from Purgatory, orfor . 
\ kiiveriag them out of -it. This could 
not but work wonders for the exaltation 
of 0 ut Dignity, when lie wascon+ 
Ubhich a truſt; This wasalfomadeanengin 
Ulfor advancing allthe Papal Deſigns; for 
* Jopon any quarrel he had withany Prince, 
the Popes proclamedaCroiſade,promifing 
exemption from ty all win 
"Yhazarded their Lives. for. the Service of | 
Feb holy Church. ' And rheconpivance 
Yof Paſgatory being. unjvertally: belies 
Ts - 
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Sred-; this could not fail ro' draw: igrear 
wmbers about his Standards. - Andby 
this means: he brought moſt Prmcesinto 
What fervile ſubjection- co him under | 
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| plac yet; more baſe.and ſordiffyc 
| was; theſclling of -Indulgences and Parfff 
| dons for money.; certainly here.was $i 
 mworsS\frime committed by the pretendaſhat 
F Wn - _ , = _ _ ack: 

cuſed/him, that thought thegift of God mighthhis 
be purchaſed with ———— thereupon bi wi 
caſt -him out of the: Church. alt-wer p] 
endleſs to tell the baſe Arts, and -blaſpheſþu 
mous Diſcourſes of the Monks whdfpr 
were':ſent through the World: to ſel} 
theſe Indulgences, which in'the end profjts 
ved fatal to that Church, ſince the exceſ$o; 
five: magnifying of: them. did firſt profif 
voke' Luther to examine their: corruptifay 
ons.: It 1s true, they will not hear of theo 1 
harſh word of ſe/l;zg_Indulgences, but diff 
guiſe it: with their giving them to ſuck$u1 
a5 will offer Alms to the Church, bun 
; really, this whole contrivance 1sſo baſghe 
| fſocarnal, andſo unlike the Spirit of Chriffhe 
ſtiamity, that to repeat it, 1s to- refute itiſna 
Here: was. a brave device for enriching"! 
the Church, when the making great Daſjſec 
nations to it, was: judged {o clecual ton 
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ying i 
vive brews jor his Goods; ; but mich 
ih ather would a man give: all thar he had 
: or his owti ſecurity, eſpecially when on 
Mis death-bed he were'belet with perſons 
Sho were confounding him with diſmal 
pprehenfions, and thus trafficki og with 
eÞþun for the exchange of the Soul, ' Hence 
hgprung the {enriching of Abbeys "and 
el hurches,for every Religious Order hath 
fits own peculiar Merits, which they can 
eommunicate to one of their Fraterhity : 
Jt then a dying man had gained'their 
$avour ſomuch, that he was receivedin=- _ : 
go their Otder', and died wra ped in. ofie- 
q f their Frocks, then was his Soul ſe- * 
ure. from' the- grim Tormentors below. 
: ind whatan endleſs heap of Fables had 
Shey; of Souls being on the brink, orim 
She midſtof 'the flames, and of. a ſudden 
s patched our. 

But now all this Trade hath FE TY , 
ollec them, therefore Indalgences os fallen 
of 5500 Rates, -and- in Read of hn 
J! ſ Ld | there 


cit 45.10 Crepe loqnmy. me only 
: - pt ranſome; the:Souls of. others, We 
| to paeſerve:theirown. Ina word, dotlf 
| notall this debaſe ;the Spirit, of 4rue Þ | 
;  Iigion.,/and expoſe it to the Ruled , 
- A its > aS1f it were a contriyance i0 M 
| advancing baſe, and ſecular Deſigns. Auiſp 
| oo wttut rear qut the ſenſe of xs | a 
when the Vulgar: {cr the Guides. of * ou 
root retro eurny 
| chem,and doing it- with ſuch reſpe 
; perions.that iffa man be rickenough helf 
| | eur; whereby our Lords bleſſing of the bd 
E:. Fir abo | 2-4 woe _ the rich.,,\ #5; rever (e 
Ef eall ,. what indignit 4s-b th 
F TT own are. the People carried fro 
 ahieir dependance:: en. Him, and the 
| vali of H His Sufferings,.. by: theſe Pg 
B Qices- | 
; "= ng Att. not. very! remote fro 
his, for detrading from- the value 

death; agd 26d. the —— 
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4 A... -44 prog” 1eft: 1 Ablolu- 
+ jon, w I 
erhis! without any'1 
nance , the oi ; whereof is 2 
oufultion ; - and the Vulgar do really | 
Ri magine , that > Th macho the pe | 
-doth fully ferve for appeaſing | 
q = againſt fin ; but as foon ood | 
Frieft hath enjoined his penance, withoue® | 
waiting that they obey i it, he lays his | 
hand on their head , and fays 2 Þ <= A 
: Gehee + and after this, they judge them» | 
tAfelves fully cleanſed of ſin, and that ehey '1 
eFmay receive the Sacrament, had theiw for- 
ulmer life been never bad, ''It is true, + 
Frrattice of the Prieſts in their flightpe 
linances, and hafted abſolutions,” and'p k 1 
dQ miſcuous allowing of all the holy Sacra- 
ment, is condemned by many itt thi | 
AChurch, who complain of theſe Abies ! 
A with much honeſt zeal; bur theſe-com 
Jplaints are fo little regarded, that thei? 
ol Writings are condemned, and ry Cor 
'Fruption continues: unveformed,: No 
j 3 Linnea mow om ova 
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_ a to Doh vefrom ſin i 
powerof the Church being eithaſſt 


Aliepome todeclarethe abſolution df 


fered in the Goſpel, upon-the conditiong/* 


wit, orto )abſolve from the ſcandal whid 
any publick treſpaſs hath given. It wa 


epunted blaſphemy in Chriſt, when | 


d,Thy ſins are forgtven thee, Mar.2: 5,109 


{| vof- Which he cleared himſelf, from cho! 
1 -porper was committed to the Sor of Nan oe 
 eatths.to forgive fins; which ſhews it 


| be: blaſphemy ; in all others to pretend ti 


1 vblolve ie. from: {n, itbeing-an invaſion of 


"TS h is I might add the ſcorn put oofſ®: 
| Religion by 'many of the penances en" 
1 16 Ger fin. fack asthe abſta aining fromſf* 
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"| q lIeſh forſo many days, the patterin o ove 
|; | | ſomany Pr ayers, the repeating the pen i 


| — Tentiad. Pf#lms , the going to'ſuch Chu ſb: 
8} XK So: and ſuch Altars, with other ridi 


s Obſervances like theſe. winch 


wtbor'bux kill che Vitals of true Relf h 
jor and lead away Souls from the(Þ 


Applications to Jeſus Chriſt fol 
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Jhave any fad apprebei | 5 are no 
| ITN an ealie. Ap? eſcaping 

{ tklidarits | 1 9VIIERG fa 

| '»Iconfels in thi,asin ilkothe 
oa ſaligion ; the! Maſters of aha Church, | 
Shave ſo contrived things, [that their Do» 
\Frines might; atcoriling rroths fue of che. ; 
oManna, taſte pleaſant in eveny mans xeliſh. 
or:if any begraveand metanoholy, they 
offilence;; folitude;:and'retiremenitiare £ 

| pyned them, if their tempers be wh 
fiery and ſulles, ſevere: copomitniſe | 
ations: and ' diſciplines: are:;' on 3 
m/; ſuchas cruel and perhaps pub ich. 3 


” rhippin ng, or 'other unipi F 
n mes, with which the Lives of Meg, 3 
mſern- Saints are, full ; bur-if one be'of + %;. Y 
efgnore jolly temper, who defires Heaven 
ia calle rate, then ſome trifling penar 

hall ſerverurn. Theſe area feof eit. - 
f + qd KD Souls fromflyinguatel 


b5. asto the reand ſafe: igefram.” ©: 
gfantuary; an 4 whomche ther |. - 
n arora odd ale: adfpyey - 


Yup T=ns © 
 F rer ogative of Jeſus, an 
''b retognve > Rrniie &* | 
1 Drity they dwetheir Redeenria 
=* be eir icrifling methods and appoin 
n Ne 6 a puter; all who know them, 
I ut AO FIT Wager tothePrielifſi 
C4 4 tþrroom of :Chrift is; their/ concert 
| "the facrificeof the Maſs; which they by 
E five is-# formal expiation of fins, ba 
3 T living;and dead, .whoareinF 
atory + Chriſt once offered himfelf: 
by taking away fin, which he did h 
that one Sacrifice , undthis is by the 
pofete -fafed aonongit the differences whit 
,are betwixt the: Sacrifices of Moſes, whi 
vere to bt. daily andyearly renewed and 8 
74 cars whereas: Chriſt: offered one Sacrif 
in the end of the world, fo that there- 
.0- need of of more , Heb. Lo. T, 25 3s 155/ 
ws ng chi that the Priefts. gg1 
flice of the Maſs, Ko 4 
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OE to deed, Þs 
al Þ comenry'o __ common unprel 
Mons , that it wil id po gas big 
defltc thinkany can oredit ite, Aon OY 
Sis gone of the Mater pic ieces of t Rela 
econ of that Church tip true, 104.right 
Ml{enſe, that Sacrament may be called-a dg« - | 
uYcrifice, as it was by the Ancients, either 
elfingeneral, as Prayers, Praiſes, and Alms« 
iq deeds are called 4oin Scripture ;' gr as tt 
Fisa Commemoration of the. Saerifice of 
Chriſt; but to imagine the > Adion bath 
Wan expiatory force in it 1s' a: Viſtblg 
Widerogation from: the value of Ghrilts % 

WDeath;- and all the value is in-any outs 
ward Sacramental Acton , 'can gnly bg 

i derived into the. Soul .of the Receiver, : 

A but it is abſurd to think one mans action | ! 

"i can bederived to another; and beLonk | 

7A appears from the inſtitution of the Lo 


"I Supper, that its end was the joint com 
'1Y municating of Behevers, which 4s per 

it ninety: by the practice of th eff 

-M Ss, who communicate 1n' DINE 'of 
Col $12 bi SPECRatours, "1.5: 

0 Farwlly, what a hragaion is ifs 


"3; 
i 
by (ut 


Aba vic hinktia char works aft 
ind prefer them to hime Which Galt the C0 
* Foun too true, if the Office of 'the'Vit [* 


ZH bin, and'the Prayers offered to her,” bio 
> compared with thoſe offered to her. Son Us 
W Did Chriſt by the Merits of his Paſſiony va 


I 


this honour” at ſo dear a rate! 
Hand :thall we for whom he ſuffered, rdlpsi 
1 {© injuriouſly and facrilegioully 6 Job 
atten , and Erie it on theſe why ca 
Jare ourfellow-ſervants ? Jrb 
—Buthaving touched this in the formaſſca 


A Prins” my Diſcourſe; I advance my Edo 
BD Gn -to'the i, agpart iven the Regalſha 


ce of Chriſt: And firft, how colt ha 


'. trary is it to theglory wherewith even ve 
| Hhishumane Nature and Body is refulgenfon 


\ In Heaven, to believe, that five woras, th 


; muttered : out by the Prieſt, ſhall have thiqb 
,virtue to-produce his real and gloritiedJnm 


Body; inftead of the annihilated ElementfDj 


| |of Breadand Wine, , and yet under then W 
| > and ap rances? This is ancy tel 


ge king 'of hamiliation, if tn rus I dit 


IF 28S 
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Miy-which i aro roar «with 
Glory; mult be every dayc expoled 1 __ 
NY Þb thick, ſodark, arid/ſo ad 
be covering, as are: the 'reſemblances. of 
Bread and Wine.,;: What low: thoughts| | 
Wof his!Perſon muſt it, breed in fuch minds}. 
fl my ate: 64pablo, of believing this cori rH 


ON vanee . 


Midominion conlii 


' Again, he, as King of his: Church tuck : 
oh piven. her Laws and Precepts;, to wnole 
dabedience ſhe. is obliged, to which none 
ofcaf add, without they acknowledge anos 
Jrher-Head, and who obligation none. 


, camuntye ordi _—_ with, . for Chriſts 


's-1n- this authority we 
Whath | over. our 'Conſciences whic 1& uz 
hath -vindicated [into liberty , 'by delis +. 
alvering us from: the bondage of corrupti« .! 
non. ::If: then any pretend a power of' obs, * 
aking new. artieles on our” Belief ,- or- ow 
; qbli ations on our: Conſciences, theſs | 
. ; be confeſſed to be injuriousty: the 
Dignity wherewith Chriſt, is; veſted* 
ul What hall then be ſaid of him, who Pre-: 
wWiends an authority of d{penſing with, "y 
goioving the: obligation of "Oaths, of 

)! $035 ; E 3 Gil 


At for thel r adtioasroch Laws 4 
hriſt;: they are innumerable. And heft 


| "Ghar Finentioned16ft, calls /meto mi 


of a device , to multiplythe rok 
b xe h of Marriage, nnd and adif6* 


+ the degrees of ſpiritual Kindred , thatis | » 


of Kindred with our God-fachers or God q 
mothersin Baptiſm , which is done upouſſ® 


$6'6thse-deſign , bur to draw im ho IS 
| x6 the Treaſere of the Church, 


iſpentes. If 1 ſhdald herex Wi 
op al he: additions' which by the A Je 

'6f :that Church are tb nie - 
TER Chriſt, Iſhioull reſume all ohh 


| Thave hitherwalledged, chey being vid 


:} 


ble additions'to the” Cries andRule $1. 
of the Goſpel, and impoſed with! ſuehſ'* 
Unmerciful cruelty, that 'an Anurhena'h q* 
the mildeft of the ſpiritual Cenſures tlie 7 
Je? againft ſuch as vomply-not with} 

yranny , and's faggot would-t bh 
iebcivi Saridtion, were the ſecular vey | (be 
&rs at their devotion. © I do not defy 


there is an Aurkoriey , both in the 
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| 0,18 their number "be: vainti! NPRAUS g 
0 and uſeleſs, 2nd beimpoſed withournllies 
gard:;toxhe vg ——— of; weak Cone. | 
: HICIERGES; 3 ENEY; REG = rant band a 
"le "ry impaſe che _ 
98:8 Fonighues: an 
6 0 ever Conſtictcesy and, buds 
her OWB —_ 29 tha - 4 
lethods 0 val pleinar | 
'N Mailer Rules Seats 8113 EOS. 
But 9ne 1aſtange;{9f. theix; brag } 
he Laws of Chriſtie: momt-lignake | 
vItheir;; violating, the Sacratnent Af ole 
el Lords Sypper.; wherein, t though 
of ſtitued 35-under beth kinds) andrlidde 
Iditribute. it, withche oxproſeiog mand 
” nal ſhiwld. drink of it , yer They! pits 
| {oy oft of 'f 41 , 1 fr 4 
ol che Primitive: Ghrob Wſtribmted it in beth 
Ml bindei which: is oonfeſſed 'in' their Canon 
119-fHatch the, Cup from the Laity', and 
i {Feds 44 tt ho ak: Now it is #] 


a LAY 13.343! 4s Y 


E- : Di pony ng ag reſtrained ny, Hieſts Nike fo 
8 Hhits Ee, "without 5 fie 5ppoſſſes 
| Thritd,: ers om th 1B. 
;-. Prople4'4 and any: '#Hiay will: ;read! thi] hi: 
|  ppodyreions givenfor thisSachledgeſf 
-. pi lp wphar 4 low'account'rhey hawſſth 
- ofths:Commands of Chriſt:,. when, tec 
Sept fuoh ' trifling-pretences 'they->willþne 

Violate them. And with how much' cru Jul 

_ elythey backed thisinvaſion of=Chriſifſpr 

Authority | the - Hiſtory will - Ueelare| - 


they Taglaning; it -with a perfidiouſſt 
_—_— 


uch Wat and: Blood-ſhed apainff : 
ho albert tothe ruje-of :the Goel, ; 
Jin this" fide And tefuled tO/ ſtoop” to: 
Fihcir Ti ry.” <2 DN&-- We SIAD'Y Ts 
h 10But'1advarice to: s6ther inves 
it Chriſts regal authority, commited"\by 
oghimwho pretends tobe the Wniverſul Br! 
17 bf the Tharch, agtto havea authority. | 
i by rallCtarch-men'; 'whom-heomakes 
fear obedience to him, and looks oe, 
them butcas'Hhis Delegates: It "wa 
llcktly dorieof” Gregory. KY preat, tohe 
pſevere onthis head, IN 
alfitle of Univerſal Bi bep';"4s" Avi 
But little dream'd he in how: few FoacÞ. + 
his Succeſfour would-aſpire to thatheight» ': 
alot ambition; Now bythis pr IT | 
all theſe Oeiwk whom Chrift 
ted to Rule and Feed his Chureh,/aretiir- 
il &d out: of their 'authority ,  and2migde 
Mfubject £7him : And with how:mucts 
Wpride hetreads on his Peltow-Bilbopenlis: | 
FHiftories of many ages dodeclare..- It is 
ey at —_ as being Biſhop of: the' mo 
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| Slat bs * Decrars allowing 
Y Efron Hens #0 the Roman\See, aj þ 1 
| r #608 miaflt af Nice ;; hich; tbe X 
Fi krejedtedritand upon tryal, found, i 
9 6e wone-of thekypotntments «Nice 8 bal we 
| FIC IT the Coney! of Sardice.:! |: - - 
6 -ithe. Biſhops: 6 th: 
F==-< up-t0:-the height «they. Mo. 
 mbwWrnty: andi.gok: content; with-th ic 
| ulurpi over; their Brethren.and Fel rhe 
 low:Clunrch-men, .-their next; atten 
| ;Nrinces 5. ; who deriving els 
authos 
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"avrhr: Br ur ret rene ML, 


Meas Kiny ol reigw; 4t: was: —_— 


on of his: 'power to attempt. againſt his 

FVice-Gerentson Earth, - nya wecy 
nade no: bones of this 5: for being-rnioaur 
\dd- Chrifie Ficers on-carth;, with other 
:ſphemous titles, as! 7ice-Ged; yea a 


j ” pap God, thay 'thoughtthewr pow 


hmitcd, ' looges Kingsanl Enron 
vere: not-even in renipoirals:! fy 
« fem; And therefore from: the ga 


e Gregory the 75», they pretende 
EEZ Le A : :|difpokng 
eÞ:their ren to: others Jand di 


Mnerifing with the Oaths: of ifidelity "heir 


labjedts had: fworntothemg:and itrwis 


1 Meas: for them: tb- niake! Grows 


"Itheir. Maſters;as they pleated?» For:tliere 


were always other akicionns 'Ptine | 


\yready for ir-own ends: to! 1hy 


| SDominions of theie depoſed. Kings; up» F 
onthe Popes warratity aud the” ; 
By of cho Veplonens ſo/poſſefied <lith [4 


of i _— 


| Pre, 'iand;from the! pan 


wo fuFFihar they weee f cally iquts rob 


valle 


in Order 
BR rear hows of he teas wo 5 Sale: 
ned much reverence: and: :eftetn in rhiit: 
World. and:fb'got all ſubjected to thif 
"Wi kpans Mow, oi iſs T. 
; | if in 5 Jo 'T 
m EET 2.4 43 Jony Ul 
Sag corps hp 
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Iore, will fulbcietly DS of: | 


| 2roiwritten by-theſe'whi lived in th 
| Ear nunion.: Ad achew EP are wil | 
avlength infor his Reader;,how much! 


'| 8ndihow often England —_—_— undd 
[Of Aid all this is - far from Veing deal 

_ ed; thatitis defended avowedly Age i 
_ «fewof the Canopifs and Faſvitr; al hi 
 £ Dodrine- dearly entertained; in. thiþe> 
Court of Rome ito this days:;as appe q. 
- red from the late attem rat? Pope Pat 
| heh,uponeuce : But (the World i 
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afivayby theſe Arts, "and therefote that 
Wretence is-laid- to {leep, till haply the 
aSealt be healed of the wound 'was given 
ht at —_— NV- 0119 e 
bh Bur'T cannor; leave this particular, 


Lo 


vithout 'my ſad regrates, that too- deep 
hk tincture of - this ſpirit of Antichriſtia- 
whiſm is among many, who pretend muck 


verſion to it ; ſince the DoQrine'of re-. 
Wiſting Magiſtrates , upon colotrs © of ** 


wcligion, 1s ſo ſtifly maintained; and 
hapdhered to , by many, who pretend to'be 
Wighly reformed , though this be one of- 
he" Characters of the 'ſcarlet-coloured 
are, But thus far have we gone 
b&'rough the ſecond part of Antichriſts 
#$Character, and have diſcovered too clear 
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/ Indications of a difformity to the ſpirit- 


od truth' of the Chriſtian Religion ," in 
Sl! the branches of the Honour and Wor- 
hip dueto Jeſus he only Mediator of the 
#1" From this I proceed to the third part. 


bf my enquiry; which is, the'oppoſi- 


idn-naderothe great deſign of C 
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 exre y (whereby the. foul being. nd . n | 


puri andthe. outward, converlatic 


regulated , the World may..be:reſtc ole 


t0-it5r Primitive innocence : And. men 2 


mitted. to an inward; and: are i 


owihip with their Maker. ic. Flip fg 
ſtep of. this, xenoyation , 4s, 7 


_for. God commands men eucry.; re mn ” 


r peut « and repentance and remiſſion of (dj 

' grealwayes united ©: And. this being 4 
rom: at - ſin uponethe ſenſe of its natin 
formity, and couts raraety to the Law of Gul 


' Whichoakes the ſont apprehend the haza 
'. it hath imcarredy it; 5 ſe, as to findy by i 
means ' pofſpbe to avoid. it tn all time coming 
nothing doth prepare the. mind moy 
for faith in Chriſt, and the ſtudy of 
new life, than repentance; ; which an 
needs/be- previous to thee. But whilw 


devices. are found. to. eneryate- this 
fins muſt be divided into venial and: mn 


tel; Oh, fortner - deſery wu 7 + -only- =: 0 
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evoriof g _ | many 
i pu Der -ourt' of the Peres oral 
ll ation: For who can have 1 
aÞrchenſion-of - that which is ſo gh 
xpiatod, - "And this may be exte 
the calie Pardons , ar Ao for- acknow:s 
wdoed mortal Sins: 'For he who thinks 
hat God can be appeaſed for them ,- with 
a te {i ying by rote, ſo many Prayers, ean- 
1a poſſibly have deep: apprehenſions* of 
ineheir being either ſo diſpleaſing to' God} _ 
af . vin GR in ning oh u_ ſhall Ttd | 
add their afſerti ata 
tion, which is a ſorrow flowing y ger eo; 
aferation of any temporal evil, God heh : 
Wrong ht upon the finner , without any # 
q had either to the wileneſs of the fin, of. the 
ne? doxe to God byit , beg” this ns I tay) 
4 \ ſuffice for Ne hs ee | 
nlifying them for'- the Sarah 1 f F 
hereby the neceſſity: of contrition' and”; 
Arrow flowing from the principle of the. © | 
veof God? 1 is madeonly-3 high Bs 4 
m of perfe&ion, \but- not ind\fentiully ns 
6. | Wer thenext place;all theſe (ever = 
+. bur tehd 
to 


18h2tra e| top-b oa at car In 1 
themſelves off from. = wratly of Galffi 
Jojrhis, i 15 tO: be: [added the Dodrine | 
nt znces,which is ſo dire an oppuſſs 
Sato Evangelical repentance, as. it th [4 

had been contrived for. Spoſſcfin g tl 
World of the ſenſe of 1 Its :c] 15-1 W 

That which is next reſſed. in 

Goſpel for uniting the ſouls of -mankin 
| to God, « that. noble ternary of Gracet 
' Faith, Hipe,and Love, by which the ſoul ref 
: | inGod by 4 holy affrance in him, heli eving th 
W auth of | his Goſpel, expecting the accom 
Plaſom nut of his Promiſes , watting for-, th 
| fruition of him , and delighting [i 
: FORE glorious. (perfeitions , and. excellencies, 
{ Now how much. all this is ſhaken b 
WE * carnal and groſs- conceptions : 

the Roman Dodrine offers of God uu 
their gi Kot e and Maſe-vorhip. and by & 

| Heir Idolatry to Saints is apparent! 
*X; 2 they not taught to contide mog of 
; .1n; the Firgin, or their Tutelar Saintyl/i 
| ons in the holieft of all-* , Doth n 10 £0 
[ -k .of Purgatory damp tf the hopgy'tc 
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wllef future blefledneſs £ And finall}', 
SI what impious Dodrine hath been pub- 
alickly licenſed and printed ' in that 
Church of the degrees of the love-we 
ll owe to God © Some blaſpliemoully tea- 
ching , that we ave hot at all bound. to love 
cl b7:, othets mincing itfo, as if they were 
Of ifraid of his being tvomuch beloved.” Ina 
til word, there is an impiety in the Morals 
od of ſome of that Church, particularly 
among the Diſciples of Loyola, beyond 
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if what was ever taught amongſt the worſt 
lf of the Heathen Philoſophers, which 
wi hath been fully diſcovered by ſome of:the_; 
bf honeſter and more zealous of that-com="%Y 
#8 munion. And though theſe corruptions- : 
fl have.not been avowed by the head of * 
wo that Church, yet by their being publick- : 
5 Eee, by the deaf ear he gives to all 
uf the complaints againſt them, .andMthe | | 
jy conftant careſſes and priviledges he heaps \ 
40/upon that Order which teacheth them, | 
he diſcovers either his great fatisfa@tion \; 
[inthat corrupt Doctrine, or: that upon F 
xfthe account of other intereſts, he is con- |} 
x | entto betray the fouls of Chriſtians into 
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 :4»owned/all theſe corruptions 15 yet. PO 1 
 *.,fedof the-Conſciencesof. the greaterly v. 
6a them that own.,that Comm! w1v) #3 
* 4 And fince:they licenſe the publick q... 
_ +.-ting of: © much-;corrupt, Doctriuch., 
L .+printed W.ritings, what,reaſon, have, w 
1 4x0-ſuſpet their baſe, compliance, 1 
= ot ins/1n their more: ſeoret .and UN ar : 
=|./Practifings, with fuch poor deluded{g8 » 

- _ 40a truſt to: their condudt ; of. which. 

- ©: -ayproofs are. brought. by others of th: 

6 - 1+fame Church & TT O's /1:1i 1:00 

- 2», ButIpurſuemy enquiry.into the off - 

races of the Antichriſtian corrupt 
/ir. of thopurity,.and/pawer, of our 

| 12 holPaith:- Solemn Worſhip, and fe % 

| *-/-Devotton ,. are the great means Olly, 

F ME: 24 ring ſouls to God, and, of deriving, yt "4 

/ £2 fſtance.of :his Spirit and Graceto ug 

hen theſe are perfarmed inanunkf by; 

-—.rengue; How:uncapable are. they-ghyi 

- ©7:chingthitende:And the Dactrine MFJ+. 

©". efficacyof the.Sacraments , for colly-, 
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4 hin. Wo defi 65 inft all ferivas prepar 
pr Wes for the worthy receiving we pong 
by fihce by that wo 4 rh4A, | pi 
oF v1] prepared ;"yer- is ite of 'their-effi- 
| fs Welch 958 if - his Prieſt” abſolve hit ind 
"IN he have 4 ſmple \attrivites fir f#, without 
3 Na thing cf * he love of God; he-islby 
FF their Doctrine" and Cotidud qualrfied 
Pfr receivitig worthily; were his'Keart 
F never ſo much tiftited t6 fi, br averſe 
from” all Devotion , or applicatioiv to 
IF Divine matters,” "And whab complaints 
U, "+ be here made"of 'theſe-who 'tedeh , 
'F that the ſure way"of 'oihitigithe Favour J 
uy of SF whiehthey Moe TW tee 4 4 
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5 Ws towear #), SEW ag ain think of ther  * 
M por not all this" look likes os ſpiracy | 
'% ihft the owerof 'Godliteſsr7 i = 

Bur (hall' we next' corifideriithe Mo--. 
BS: Which thotigh4C heiſt ſhi8h, +þ- 1 
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« guity? "Yet _ Pons, ou, 4 i $ 
+ tions and Doctrines to deſtroy it. Il; 
-"true;wwhat may be; ſaid here, canng IT 
- Ina toevery particular, be chan e 
+ oh the Roman Church, ſince, it hathy 
ro Wing ord) by Pope, or Council, 
m—_— Caſuiſts have Pru ul: 
"Dock ;. Which-tend to the ſub 
ow of the s moſt common principle - 
. virtue, and morality, and theſe are lig 
 ſedaccording totheruleof that Chuw 
: And for aspublick as they are, and fork 
the cenſures and complaints others lu, 
+ upon them,,,.' yet they cont! f P 
£ '\ arena any cenſure from the chauſh;, 
A eas. ob is2 ſhrewd preſumption-that till, 
- arenotunwelcome to that See.: Thoulil 
- forged: manners ſake they have gi 
: ED + themno other owning, but a connivaliil 
ES oyned with an extraordinary cheriſh ſhi wr 
{>..-0F th la Schoolwhich vents them. of hei 
:. - general; Docrines.they hath 
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Me 7 50 made a ſhift by diſtinQions, - 

i &preſent the worſt ations ,: not only 
1 pBbable, but as really good. The next: 
Whocrine is, of good intention, wherge: 
ly they teach 4 man to commit the groſſeſs:- 
UErerdemain with God and his own conſcience. 
Uipi2inable ; by which he may att any ſin he” 
ul, orovided he intend not that , but ſome 
her good deſian or motive: And:any that 
w ill read the Provixcial Letters, or t he-. 4 
Wy ery of Feſuitiſm , and: compare” * 
heir Citations| with the  Authors's* 
Whence they take them, will ſoon-be:fa». 7 
Mbhed of the truth of this. | 

AF We have already ſeen how that 
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Church violncsche-two firſt Comman 

- ments ,-bycher: Idplatry.:. W hexeby, 

| oppoſitioatg the firit, ſhe worſhips Saing I: 
and:Angels; with. _ aQqs and expreſh LS, 

-ois- of adoration only:due to God. Th 

| ſecond-jsallo.palpably violated by tha}: : 
Image-worſhip, and adoring God u al; 
ſenfible- and. external. repreſegtiriog m 
The: third is. made. void. by the; Pops 


411%, 


pretending todiſpence with Foe og an. 
to annulitheir . obligation, as alſo. he 
5 their Docrines of . equivocation and mer('* 
fad. reſervations, in all Qaths , both . af 10 


wry; andpromiſſory, beſides the: impiguihy, 
Doctrines of ſome Caſuiſts, rhat juſti | wh = 
the' prophaning .of Gods Sacred Name , 1 F' 
raſh aud common ſwearing. Their . colx 
tempt of the fourth Precept.is not denich : 
i being-uſually, among them, a day.f 
mercanng, dancing, and. fooliſh, jolly 
Many among:them teaching, that to hat ' 
Maſs-thar.day , doth fully. anfwer. 
,- obligation - for - its obſervance. Tha Tt 
contempt of the. fifth follows, upd rh 
_the-Doctrine of the ..Papes power, ke 
_— Princes, afd freeing the Sul! 


ky 


LY i] Bt iPrhem ; by 

| aUgh 'totcbel;>rant - Fea 

W121; nam? of Gvd.* Befides;theirCa-}- 

in p its allow it as Iawful'zo defire theParents'} 
th Provided if be ivt out of ' miatice #0 him 
rk ut out of 4 deſire "of | good" to themſelves's- 
WU” 171811 may enjoy their- inheritance; or be. 
4 of their Houble.' ' Yea,' fore of their] 
of Jopious Caſuiſts ſay , *that Children may: 
b Mw ully intend the killing of therr' Parents 5; 
n ' of F may arforon' them "UN CM Larry HOGS 
(2 conſent, * —L 
"For the Fe ixth ANDY their Caſl uiſts 
; lo genefal allow tb kill inn defence. :of 
Honour, ; 5 or Goods , Even though the' 
y Mh:zard of loſing them be-not near-and! 
A&vident , but of? off; and: Uncertain 2: 
And they texch; that's man is not! bound: 
Wore till afother {mite him;' but:if :he 
Mifhreaten him'; or if he offend with lis 
J words', or if one know that he hath.s 
el upon his Honour, Life, or Goods; 
Wl may with a good Conſcience prevent, 
Wind kill hit, And'this they extend to 
ill {Srrs of” perſoris , both'Secular-and | 
gigious; allowing it to Sons optint 4 
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| athers. ' And they leave it free 
-/thenrtoexecute this by whatever mean 
+ they judge moſt proper , whether by 
| force, or ſupprize , or by theſervice 
others, if they dare not attempt to kil 
{ by their own hands; which they ſtrerch 
\ tothecaſe of one who knows anothe 
/ guiltyof acrime, and intends to purſue 
{ tum for it; 'and they allow the gui 
* \ perſon, if he know no other way of «|| at 
-/ Cape, to kill him whointends his accuſh 
{\ ſation, that he may thereby preſerve hi} v 
+! Tifez in order to which they alſo allow ith d 
{{ Jawful-to kill the Co that mayÞ| tl 
| provethe crime. _þ* 
-—As:for the ſeventh Command , mode} f 
{ cannot name their polluted Doctrines x| 
; boutit: They barred the Clergy the law] © 
* ful uſe of Marriage, but did ki ow them 
Concubinate, and zhe publick licenſes grua 
tobaſe houſes in the Popes dominions , prov 
that See a Mother of Fornications, even it 
.theletter, the Religious Houſes being 
likewiſe full of Jrreligious intangl 
'- ments, into 2 courſe of life, which 
; Many times they are not able to beat; 


{ but” being reſtrained from the hon 
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> l reble Ordinance of God , many of 'thele 
am houſes have proved either nefts of filthi> 
 byB ne or of ſecret impurities, which' it + 
> off ems by the rules of confeſſion, and the ./ 
kilff queſtions their Confeſſours puts to them, 
th] are known to abound among them, And : | 
hea any that have read theſe, will confels, that * 
ſug it defiles a chaſt mind to read them z but” 
Inj what muſt it be to ask them , eſpecially - 
4 at thoſe of a different Sex * Shall I alfo 
ef here mention the frequent diſpenſing: 2: 
his with Marriages within degrees forbid = 
rt} den, and their as frequent diſſolving of ” 1 
aff that ſacred knot , though (25 if they had.) 
re _ 03 4 contradiction to all as =_ Y 
f of the Goſpel) they refuſe to. diſſukve the » * 
i ie 0® . Met. of] adultery., whith 
Chriſt hath made the only ground than cam *' 
juſtifie the diſſolution of it ? But ſhall T add: | 
to this, the baſe impieties, of which"not : 
only theſe of purple and ſcarlet Livery 
among them haye been notoriouſly: 
pf guilty , but even the villanies of ſome: 3 
el that have worn the Triple Crown? AST. ? 
If thould grow too tedious , ſo I muſt needs: 
kl ill things, which to a pure mind _ 


bath: 1c-qofoting $2, wrie an en 
Thaſe that. haye been; in, that. Spirirual 
' Babylon, know, _s Sing 4 Sodom, CUR IN 


thailetter , nong be} re vilty, 'f: 
| tharerying Wiokdnel te Te tha 


| bear (the: character ,of oY ligtous Or ſacre el ſe 
| Orders,: And,what. ſhall we, hi "a go 
| | the:Scarlex Brazernaty., that, produced, © 
f 4 \Movnſter that attempted Heaven 4t Tel x 
| byypiritimg indefence of that 2 picty which | 
| 1hravemged: by Fire. a LR, and and ye, b 
| had: no:Cenſure, paſted. on for itz, » 
| Whereas: for the.lealt-tincture ny Cabnj: | © 
| viſe. or. Lutheraui(m., he had, been CQN- F 
| dernned: to. the Fagot. Some. of, them C 
| de.allo. teach-, that Fornication 15 not, | - 
| forbidden: by the Laws of Nature, and d 
| only by poſitive Precepts, ſo that it may c 
| bediſþenkd with, ; 
| - For the cighth Command, thoſe profane | * 
| Cafuiſts have made ſuch ſhifts for it, that þ 
| none needs to; be guilty of Theft , for | 7 
| they teach it to be xo ſin to taky that from 
another which he wage wo uſe of , but may h 
; T well want, and that ip ſuch 4 caſe , he wh : 
| Hoc » Knot obliged Fo: reſtitution ; : then ; 
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io" ſunm ” is not Nga 7 vh4 reftt Mt tops off | 
: wir Fo 9919 of ſo much ts" muy 14 then 
; 7 pot notable : But they teach) thapt 
- jo ſmall thefts, eVen though oftets repeated, { apt 
ON of Yertal ſors, which is ah excellent Ds 
Y arine for wartantin Servants inſenſibly" | 
*1F to purloin their Maſters goodss a 
3/Þ allo teach Arts, of eſcaping: ju 'Debrsz- 
& jo ondall the ſubtilties'of falls Lawy 
ich the Jeſuites themſelves have' off 
-J ten put in prot 5 Gor have found* : 
- | out Arts for ju ſtifyiflg Grey, | 
uf defrauding of Ciodith » ruitiin | 
Commerce, and makin '"havock's oy” 
Neighbours goods, withonr Injuſtice; ©” | 
For the nizth Compmantt, thbugh tes | 
6 contrary to Nature, that the wort &P : 
men count it a reproach to be charge | 
with Falſhood,and Lyirig; yet they have | 
favoured it avowedly : For | clicks : 
octrines of - Equivocating 6 E 
Mental reſervations, the greateſt Falfir wr 
in the World may be averted arid ſworty | 
without ſin : And the value they ſet on 
a ſtrict obſervance of promiſes, and or 1 
Of 7 
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| were fienally puniſhed for their treachery, 

The Dodtors of the fore-mentioned 
| School do alſo teach, that he who hath 

{born falſe witneſs in a matter that may 
| colt another his life, is not bound to re- 

| tract it, if that retraction may bring 

| greatevils upon him. They alſo propole 

{methods for ſuborning Witneſſes, and 

flGfring of Writs and Records, without 

{ any ſin, and that all this may be done 

| to defame a perlon with ſome horrid 

| imputation, who is led as a Witneſs to 

{ proveany thing againſt one, that.there- 

he may be caſt from witneſſing. 

|= And as for the texth Command, they 

| nt | "have 
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>. .  Joiquity invatted, "Ir 
have Aruck out all the firft motions of | 
| the mind to Evil; from being accounted 
Sins; and by their diviſion of Sins into 
Sant , and Mortals, they make ſure. 
enough work of this Command , that it 
f | ſhall not-be broken mortally. It were 


'{ an endleſs work to go and make'out all 
| theſe particulars, of their difſolving the - 
{ | Moral Law by clear proofs: but he who; 
| [deſires ſatisfaction in that, will find it! 
{in the Provincial Letters, or the Morals): 
Þ {of the Jeſutts, 0 WR 
| But if we paſs from the Law, to the-} 
; | Goſpel, we ſhall find they havermade' no 
| leſs bones of it. Weare all over the Go- | 


ſpel called to be heavenly minded, to ' 
eſpiſe the World, and to ſet our afte- ? 
ions on things above; and particularly, 
Church-men are taught not 'to ſeek ? 
the riches, ſplendor and wvanuties of a 
preſent World ; which was moſt v+- 
 gorouſly enforced by. the example of ' 
Chriſt and his holy'Apoſtles. But How : 
contrary to this is that Religion ,' whoſe 
great deſign is, the enriching and aggran- 

_ dizing of the Teachers and Paſtours of it, : 
"% chiefly * 


or Am, who, pret S | 
eg Paſtor : TE ne 
oe. ue) 7 Trade Hora a 
2 oY + QPlgen 9. .by Fre, that Sch rok 3 
£1 T9, 4ts pres ;..or need I fel F 
"op t 2 value. heyi 8 oth ward acticnſſ W 
Ely, ehectict of theſe] bin g the en! 
ing of Churches, and Abbies ; ' and" 
ay oj theſe. + were. commend ded. to. te t 
ID Vorld ” the Jure means. of attaining 
1. Eternal life. Shall I add tothis ;/ the vith" 
'bleands is : Tecularity and grandeur , | 
be 7 the. Head, and other. Prelates "| 
that: -ureh do.lives, The Head of it beg 
1, 5 atemporal Prince, perf” 
UG ly bat Re 4ntrjgues of State, an! i!. 
hoc the Princes of Enrope, and chidf" 
FE ddl ; and what baſe and S/moniau'" 
F Kr & tices, abound 3 1n. that Court, all:u wilh* 
| ve written of it with any. degrees ' i 
| -- }pgequiry, do: acknowledge, all thing * 
: # are, venal, there «: F Money, ne” able 0 © 
F voi - iſe "7 baſeſt and unworthieft to, this 
ENG 3 2ades | nz. the. Cardinals Yi. 
4 eltNer. Upon. the. Intereſts % 
" Pracr-ang Rt of the two gre 
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þſ- owing 'or to rhke the Pups Waphows 
s. \have 4. greater ſtroke in the Hexr-iGvn- 
\ clave; or upon ſome ſuchcarnsl account. 
A nd perhaps, ; for good manners ke, 
fel 
mn .,2 Scholar , ora perſon famous'for*Devo- 
"tion , biel pet a red Hat, but ſachare | 
' alwayes t e leaſt efttertied in the'Col-. 
| ledge; all affairs being governed*bythe | 
\ Pope Nep hew res 7 wh the ProteFors of *the 
il - Crowns, ho ſhall expetthat/fhch. 
h,.2 company ior ſecular, igttorant,” (I'mean. 
Y' ;,in matters of Religion; and oftentimes 
- licentious'men,'ſhould be the great Sax-! 
. hedrim, by whoſe advice all tharbelngs! 
"| ...to Religion mult be'minaged *'"Thele: 
us” muſt be likewiſe the Ele&ors of the'#ope, 
1. When the'See is vacant 3; *whotn*they! 
; Chooſe %%. of” hy po _ thambo "who 1s. 
* alwa) SE] eced by th&prevailing”Tnter-! 
' eſts op one of md Crowns; of She Fa-! 
_ Ron of the: former” Popes' Nephews.. 
"And what Caballings, what beſpeaking: 
of Suffra ages, and' what: impudent an-: 
"- bits is corgmorly prictifed iv rhie/Ele- 
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| common \ fra can paved hs: a Pop | 
. thus eleted by Simoniacal Arts, x i 
£ carnal Intereſts, can be Chrifts Vicar u 

Exrth , or have the Holy Ghoſt always affix 
To his Chair, that he ſhall zever erre in? 

-- of bis Decrees? -Truly, he that cann belitn 
this, may believe any thirig that i 
groſs and abſurd. Is not the whole frank 
-and contrivance of that Court turned h 

| .: .,entirely Secular, that not a veſtige of th 

|. Character of a Cliurch, or of Chutd 

'- . Men, remains? And to this. ſhall T adi 

F..: al the ſplendor of their Apparel , 

Nate of their Proceſſions, and rhe cer 

f = monies of their Coronation 5 and hoy 

”” - they wear a Triple Crown 2 which bein 

. -Þo, well known to all whoever wete 4 

Rome,need not be deſcanted on b me. 
the mention.of the Crown calls me ti; 
; mind of the literal accompliſhment © ye 
..-that, of Myſtery, being 'on the forehead th 
_ 15s whore: ; lince the word Hyſtenf b; 
«ing? for a. great while the inſcriptional py 
front of their Triple Crown, though of 
ke now. altered ; . whuch being” pil ce 
ved by Fes. I may ace thy to tn A 6 
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# Jhfquity unvaſled. 95 
itgood. Fromthis I ſhould deſcend eo 
the Cardinals, Biſhops, and Abbots,and' 
*9 ſhew how ſecular 'they are become 3 all 
«their deſigo being to engroſs the pow- 
Mer, avd monopolize all riches: which 
- W contagion 1s alſo derived into the inferi- 
uy our Orders of the Clergy, who by the 
7 magnifying of their Images, Saints, and 

4 Reliques, uſe all the Arts they can deviſe 
Cy for. enriching of themſelves and their 
Wy friends. And even theſe Orders that 
pretend to mortification, and aban- _ 
IK doning the world, and talk of nothing 
of but their poor and auſtere manner of life, 
J yct have poſſeſſed themſelves of no ſmall _ _ 
lf part of the riches and glory of the world. F 
208 It is true, there is a young Brotherhood *! 
among them, which though the youngeſt 
* yet hath outſtripped the elder, and made 
them ſtoop to it, and ſerve it, And what 
7 baſe and ſordid ways that ſociety hath 
4d purſued, for arriving at the higheſt pitch _ 
149 of 'greatne(s, and riches, and; how ſucs_ 
Ay ceſsfully-they have managed their des -; 
al ſigns, is ſufficiently cleared, whar through 
-F' the zeal of ſome of the hogeſter of that * 
” RE G Come 
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Communion, what through the envy & 
other emulating orders, all theſe thing 
do fully prove how unlike that Churchi 
to the poor, and pure fimplicity of Chrilf 
and his Apoſtles, and of the firſt ages 
the Church ? 

If we further examine the charaQten 
of Evangelical purity,we have them fron 
the mouth of our Savionr, when he com 
_ © Mmands us to learn of him, for he was meek 
' and lowly in heart - and he made it the 
diſtinguiſhing badg of his diſciples, that 
 #hey loved one another. Now for humili- 
| ty, it Is true, the Head of that Church 
* calls himſelf the ſervant of the ſervants of 
s God; but how far ſuch humilicy is from 
his defign, his aſpiring pretences dv 
| loudly declare;=All the world muſt 
| foop to him ; hot only muſt his fellow 
| Biſhops ſwear obedience to him, and bs 
* "come his Vaſſals, but the Kings of the 
* earth muſt be his footſtoo), and all mu 
+ pay him that ſervile homage of kiſſing 
foot; anambition as inſolent as extrav#® 
| gant, His power muſt be magnified with | # 
| the moſt blaſphemous Titles of bis being | 
b- | , 3 Goa. 
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Iniquity unvatled. 97. 
God, our Lord God on earth Ommipotent 3 
with a great deal more of ſuch ſervile 
Adulations, offered to him from the Par 
| rafites of that Cour na word,a great 
part of that Religion, when rightly con- 
ſidered, will be found on delign contri, 
ved and abetted, for exalting him to the 
higheſt degrees of infolence: but ſo many 
proofs of this were already upon other 
occaſions hinted, that it is needleſs to 
over them again - and that ſame le- 
ven, levens the whole lump of their Cler- - 
gy ; who all pretend that by their Eccle- | 
faſtical charaQer they are only ſubje& 
totheir Head, and ſo enjoy an immunity 
from the Civil Authority, be their crimes 
what they may be, And anin-road on 
this pretence of late, from the State of 
Venice, when they ſeized two Church | 
men that were highly guilty, drew out ſo ' 
much of their moſt holy Fathers indigna» 
tion, that he thundered againſt them,and. * 
finding the weakneſs of the ſpiritual ſword, * 
* | reſolved to try the edge of his #exzporaf- - 
h | ve upon them , in patrociny, partly of - 
$| theſcVillanes, and partly of- the cove» ® 
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| touſneſs of the Clergy, to which the Senat |- 
| had ſet a ſmall limit, by a decree ; bur 
- finding they were like to prove too hard 
| for him, he was willing to put up his ſword 
x rather then to kill and eat, as one of bit 
' Cardinals adviſed him. 

| Shall T with this alſo tell the inſtances 
' of the ambition of Cardinals, who from 
| theirfirſt, original of being Presbyters of 
| Rome, have riſen up to the height of 
”- counting themſelves the companions of 
| Kings, and in their habits affe& a Prince. 

| 1y ſplendor, but have unluckily choſen the | 
T7vertes of the Whore ; for they wear Scar 
| Tet as the Biſhops do Purple, the foretold co 
| Yours of the Whores Garments. Shall I next 
© ſhew to what a height of pride the exal 
Cation of the Prieſtly dignity among them 
--- hath riſen? as if it were equal, nay prefer 
> "abletothe condition of Princes. :. 'The 
” - Prieſts giviog abſolution, is a ſure de 
E vice to make his power be much. ac: 
countedof, fince he can forgive fin. The 
* gorgeous and rich apparel they wear in 
--- worſhip, ſerves alſo toſet off their digos] 
' ty. And whata goodly device lsIt, by 
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j their ſpittle muſt make one of the ſacred 
_ Rites in Baptiſm ? Certainly that muſt be 


. eſteemed a marvellous holy creature, whoſe 
yp very excrements are [0 ſacred, Their en- ; 
| baſing the Cup to themſelves from the | 
people, was another trick for raiſing of 
| their eſteem : but above all things, their 


n | power of tranſmitting the ſubſtance of the 
Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood 

of | *f Chriſt, by uttering five words, was-Q | 
xl marvellous device, to make all the world 1 
admire them,who can ſo eafily,and every. 

| Jay work a miracle, compared to which, I 
all the miracles of the Goſpel may pals for } 

ordinary ations. What a. great piece off | 

wonder mult ſuch a man be held to be, 1 

who can thus exerciſe his authority over 4 

the very perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, notwiche. 

ſtanding of all the glory to which he is Is-. 
now exalted? Andit was no contemptible” 
Engine for that ſame defign, to poſſeſs the”: 
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people with a belief of thePrieſts offering |} 
in Maſs an expiatory Sacrafice,for the (ing ? 
both of the dead and living ; which pros 
ved a Stock for them to trade on, both for '? 


their ambition and covetouſneſs,and from ? 
0. 3 £2 thoſe i 
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| theſe = we may infer, how litth 
| of the humility of Chrift appears in the 
- Church,from the higheſt to the loweſt. 
The next branch of the Evangelical 
| Spirit is,meekneſs and charity, which leads 
| meunto the conſideration of the fourth 
| deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
was the uniting of mankind under one | 
' head, and into one body, and this it de | 
| ſigned to effeRuate, not only by theſe 
| ſublime Precepts of the higheſt love, and 
+ the outmoſt extent of the pardoniog of 
| Injuries, and of returning them with the 
— beſt offices of love and prayer ; which the 
| Bieſled Author of our faith did enaQ;but 
- by the aſſociating of the faithful into one 
I Fociety, called the Church, which was to 
| beunited with the cloſeſt Bonds of Bro- 
Z therly love,and Charity 3 and wasto be 
# | by Paſtors and Teachers, who 
> {ſhould feed Rn the ſincere milk of 
| #heWord; and was alſo to be cemented 
' together by the Ligaments of the holy 
3 Sacraments, by which, as by joynts and 
: band: they are both nd to their head,and 
Kuad Sog/ther, Now we are from cheſs 
: things 
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| Jniquity unvatiled. 100 
thiogs to conlider what oppolition that 
Church we are now conſidering, gives to 
this branch of the end of Chriſtianity. 

And firſt, whereas the Goſpel pronoun- 
d || ceth ws free, and that we are no more the 
| ſervants of men,but of God, 1favy attempt 

upon that liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 

| madeus free,he changeth the authority of 
| the Church into a tyrannical Yoke , much 
k | more, if all the new articles of belief,and | 
d | rules for praQtice, be impoſed under the | 
of | ſcvereſt certificats. But here we are tocon- | 
der, that all theſe things which that 
Church hath impoſed on all of her Eom- : 
munion, for which we withdrew from - 
her,are additions to our faith; -for in this - 
we mainly differ from that Church, chat > 
whatever we acknowledge,they acknow= } 
ledge likewiſe,but with a great many ad> +: 
ditions, we believe the Scriptures are a '! 
rule for Chriſtians, and they believe the: 
ſame; but they add traditions, and the 
authority of the Church to the Scriptures. 3 
We believe that God is to be worſhipped * 
ſpiritually,they believe the ſame; bur add 
that he may be worſhipped by Images and 
G 4 enfible 
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| ſenſible Figures, We believe Chriſt to be 
| the Mediator betwixtGod and Man,they 
- -believe the fame; but add to this the in. [th 
- terceſlion of Saints, We hold that God f ve 
 andChrift are to be worſbipped,they hold | w! 
| the fame, but add Saints and Angels to C| 
| our worſhip. We believe Heaven and Hell I fa 
' tobe the ſeveral States of the future life, | th 
| they believe the ſame;but add Purgatory || hi 
| betwixt them,tothe day of Judgment. We | ec 
| believe Baptiſm and the Lords Supper to | { 
þ be the Sacraments of the new Coyenaot, | p 
* they believe the ſame;but add five more. | t| 
- We believeChriſt is ſpiritually and really n 
I ſerene in the LordsSupper, this they be-|| p 
© eve; but add the unconceivable Te. | c 
” "nent of his corporal preſence.Ia a word,it | t 
 mMipht be inſtanced in many other parti I r 
+. culars,, how they have driven us from 1 
| their Communion, by their additions to r 
| the truth, and fincerity of the Goſpel, | « 
Which they have adulterated by their t 
{ "Toventions 3 and not only have they 1ar | | 
' poſedall theſe things, but thundered out | | 
' Anathema's on all that queſtion them,and| || 
} have ſo wreathed all their fopperies, with | | 
_ that}. 
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that main and fundamental article of their- 
& Jbelief,of the infallibility of their Church, 
0: Jthat it is impoſſible to hope for their reco- 
od Bvery, till they renounce: that Principle 
Id Ewhich is ſo dear to them. For if their 
to | Church be infallible,then in no matter of 
ell J faith or practice can the decree amiſs,and 
e, | therefore the lawfulneſs and ſanity of all 
ry | her decrees muſt be maintained with an 
/e | equal vigor and zeal; for if ia one of them - 
to | ſhe ſtep aſide, her iofallibiliry is for ever 
t, | gone. And by this we may ſee to how lite 
e. | tle purpoſe it is to treat of accomodating 
ly | matters with that Church, fince there is no 
c | poſſibility of our union with them, with- * 
e- | out we turnover entirely to them: fince 2 
it] they cannot part with one of their er-' 
+] rors, without they firſt renounce that' } 
n | which is the deareſt of them all,to wit,the# 
0] unerring authority oftheir Church, How! 
I, | cruel then is that Church, which addeth 
It | the ſevere ſanftion of an Anathema to all 
- | her decrees; even about the moſt tri» 
fling matters? and about things that are 
by their Confeſſion of their own natures 
ladiffterent, And a conſeary to this " 3 
Sow that -: 
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! that cruel opinion they hold,that none cas we 
be ſaved out of their Communion : pretend- in 
 Ivg there is no Salyation without the true 
' Church, which they reſtri&t to theſe whoſhe 
are under the obedience of the Romanſyj 
Biſhop; and this is what they uſualy F 
fri been all with, | do 
ut it is to be conſidered what he trut | an 
| notion of the Church is, that ſo we may} 4, 
ſee through this frightful Vizar. The Jr 
| Church thenis 4 Soczety of Chriftians uni | 1, 
| Fed in the ſame faitb, for worſhipping of God | gy 
? | Jainth: And another definition of aChurckh |. 
* cannot be proved from Scripture ; for the |, 
Church being called the Body of Chrilt, | q, 
| Its union with him as its head,is held forth ca 
h the ApoStle iz: theſe words,Col.2.19, The} ,g 
{ head Chriſt, from whom the whole body by to 
Joints and bonds , having nouriſhment minis | hy 
jo red,and knit together, zncreaſeth with the | | 
” #ncreaſe of God, From which words,we ſee | þ, 
| what coaſtitutes a man a member of the pl 
. true Church ; which 1s firſt, his union to | ,, 
| Chriſt as his head,together with a depen: | ;; 
”. dance on him for growth and outriture: | j, 
| and next, his beiog knit to all others who, 
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4M1xethus united to Chrift; which is firft the 


| - 


inward union of divine Charity,by which 


UW Jhe loves all who cleave to Chriſt as their 
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head : and next, his affociating himſelf _ 
with them in outward viſible acts of wor- _ 
ſhip, which every Chriſtian is bound to _ 
do, with all that worſhip God in Spirit 
2nd truth, But if a Society of Chriſtians 
do vifibly ſwerve from Chriſt 1n many 
zreat and ſignal contradictions to the ho- 
nour due to his Perſon, and to the obedt- 
ence due to his Laws,and do grofsly adul>» 
terate the worſhip, ſo that communion + 
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cannot be had with that Church, without 
departing from the head Chriſt, then it 
can be no departing from the Church, to 
adhere to Chriſt and his true worſhip,and 
to ſeparate from the corruptions are {1 
brought in upon the Chriſtian religion. If -- 
then it appear that the Church of Rome. -- 
hath departed from the truth and (ime 
plicity of the Goſpel, in ſo many great 
and main poiats,theſe who attempted the 
reformiog her to her firſt purity, and find» 
ing that not to be hoped for, did unite a- 


| mong themſelves for ſerving and worſhip- 
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"2085 ThePyfteryof _ 
* IngGodaright, cannot be charged with 
 4eparation from the true Church. +. 
But by that cruel Tenent of their, 
= they breed up all their Children in the. 
| greateſt uncharitableneſs imaginable 
| condemning all who cannotSelieve all; 
| their ſtrabge DoQrines,or concur in thei ; 
- Uuvhallowed worſhip. Thus they are thi, 
Schiſmatiques who have departed fronf, 
| the true Church, and who force from; 
| their Communion all who adhere to it; Ne 
-- Hut this cruelty reſts not in uncharitable|, 
 cenſures, but hath extended it ſelf toa|,.. 
much bloody and barbarous ragezas ever h 
- Tpruog from Hell; for all the cruelty of ot 
the. heathen Perſecuters, cannot match ; | 
{the practices of that Whore , that hath]. 
{been ſo often drunk with the blood of the by 
© Saints, and of the Martyrs of Jeſus. Whathy, 
enraged cruelty appeared againſt the the 
7 poor Waldenſes, for the ſeparating from lo 
* their Corruption ? how many of allf;. 
Sexes and Ages, were cruelly butchered , 
| {down by the procurement of thef, 1 
| Rulers of that Church? and becauſe theÞ. 
|| Albigenſes lived under the proteRion. dlflg. 


Inſquity unvailed. 107 2 


rinces that favoured them, how did th 

jopes depoſe their Princes, and inſtigate 

huher ambitious invaders to ſeize on 

te Feir dominions : which to effeCtuate, a 
e r0iſiade was proclaimed, that had: been *Y 


li 


alli 


--prmerly practiſed againſt the Eg 
f the Chriſtian Faith , and heav 
Lomiſed to ſuch as went 2gainſt theſe. 
"Upoor innocents , whereupon they. were ___ 
Milled by thouſands , without all mercy 
Never was there any who had the zeal 
or honeſty in theſe dark ages to witneſs 


he 


, 


«f#/ioſt the apoſtacy of the Church , but. 
"Ihe Pope and Clergy uſed 'all means to 
'et his zeal rewarded with a faggot. - 
ind when the time of reformation came, | 
vith what rage and ſpite did the Pope 
by his Letters and Legates inſtigate. all. 
Ihe Princes of Europe to cruelty againſt _: 
hem 3 but as theſe things were not.” = 
"| done in corners, ſo they are ſtill fo fref = _— 
l hn our remembrance, by the copious ac; 
*Jcounts we have of them, thatlI need not. 
tell what Arts the Popes and other Ec- 
defiaſticks uſed, to ſet all Germany on. 
te upon this account: nor need I tell, 


o 
ch 
th 
he 


1c 
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the cruelty was exerciſed in the Netherſio 
Lands, in Charles the fifth his time , infeo 
which more than an hundred thouſandjvo 
are-faid by Grotizs to have been butche ſhe 
red 6n the account of Religion. Andim 
his Son Philips time, the D. of 4/va,did ine 
'7 a ſhott time cut down 36000. Nor needj#s 
I tell the crueſties were practiſed inffth 
Frante for about forty years togetherz|iy 
nor of thar treacherous Maſſacre where-'f 
in there was an equal mixture of perfidy]f 
and cruelty, which for all that was in-|þll 
tertained at Rowe with great joy and ap-JCh 
| Plauſes. Itwill be alſo needleſs to tell of the 
heir cruelty in E-gl/and in Queer Mary t |lict 
 dayes, which was chiefly mannaged bye 
the Churchmen, And many are yet alive|jm 
" who remember what enraged cruelty: 
| appeared in our neighbour-I{land , a-tbe 
-- gainſt-all of our Religion, which did not/Þiid 
- only flow from the fury of an oppreſied'Jifl 
People, but they were trained, encouw- fund 


" 
t] 


Ia ed, and waranded to it , by their bu 
'. Priefts, and the Nzniio who came after» ſihc 
| - wards among ther, diſcovered who wav: 
| -theſpribg of all their motions, Shall Ty 
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erJio this add all the private aſſaffinations 
injcommitted on that account, which were 
ndJvot only pratiſed, but juſtified ? I might 
whhere congeſt many inſtances 5 Brother 
wjmurdering Brother , on the account of 
ajkeligion. Neither is Clement a Dominican 
edjivs rurthering Henry the third, nor Cha- 
InJitlets arterpr, nor Ravalliacs far? on Hen- 
r3fry the fourth, forgotten. Q. Elizabeths 
&|bfe, 7+ full of theſe attempts, and the black: 
If [ft of them all was, the Gunpowder treaſon; 
o+Jall which are to be charged on that 
p-[Church , becauſe the Doctrine of murs 
offtherivg Hererique Princes, was taught, _ 
'r[leenced, printed, and yet not condetn--—- 
y.jkd in it, From theſe hints we may + 
effvefs, how much of the lowly, meek, an 
5 [ſharitable Spirit, is to be found with 
-/Jthem. But ſhould I to this add the hor- 
x [id cruelties exerciſed in theſe maſſacres, . 
d/ſhould be almoſt paſt belief, had I not-, --! 
+ fudeniable Hiſtorians for verifying it?'| - 
wut the mildeſt of chem being to be bur- | 
rod alive, we may gueſs what the more |  : 
wiivage have done by their tortures and 

Pogerivg Deaths, Next, ſhall I mention 
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© their Courts of Inquiſition which haveſio 
been among them in the hands offi 
Churchmen, from the dayes of their prefan 
tended Saivt Dominick, whoſe ordefih 
have been the great Inſtruments of theſ: 
craelties of that Church, and whole proſ(l 
cedure being tyed to no forms of equity 6: 

7 or juſtice, is as unjuſt as uomercifu], pet ſth 
' ſons beiog haled to their black Courts { 
| nwpon bare ſuſpitions, or ſecret Informyſqi 
tions, without leadiog of proofs againſt}: 
them, are by Torture examined, not on-ſhi: 

| ly of their own opinions, but of all thatÞ{e 
are known to them, whoſe Teſtimogſq 
though drawn from them by cruel Torſth 
ture, will bring the ſame Tortures on allſda 
they delate; neither is there any mergſhe 

or avy whom this Court declares Hertfme 
tick, but the Civil Magiſtrate muſt conf 

; demn them to the fire. Now what manfdc 

/ that conſiders the meekneſs of Chriſt 
and the Evangelical Spirit , can thiakf\h 
that Church the Spouſe of Chriſt, thaſs 
-hath rioted it with ſuch ſavage rage, ſh 
gaioſt thouſands of perſons, for no othgy 
crime, but becauſe they adhered firm 


Jniquity-unvailed, 
veſtothe Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and would 
effupt conſent or concur with: theſe figoal 
re-Jaad palpable corruptions with which 
lefjibey have adulterated it.- * Tp 
hefſi But, as fromthe conſtitation- of thele 
r[Church, we ſee their diflormity fromthe 
ty, Golpel-rule';.. ſo:we will next confider 
ef-their Church-men.,. and we ſhall find how 
ts,[frthey bave.(trayed from' the firſt Ori- 
ne+[ginal. Church-meno ought co be the 
oft]Guides and Paſtours of ſouls. Now,how 
o-fitle of this there is among them, we will _ 
haoon be reſolved-in? What do the Popes 
mJbout the feeding of fouls? when d& 
orfihey-preach the Goſpel ? or diſpence the 
alcramevts ?: Alas! it were below the 
re (ko of his:holint(s , to ſtoop to ſuch 
in Offices, © Does any veſtige of a 
Ol Qhurch-man' remain in that Court? and 
19do.they not direRtly rule in the Spirit of , 
bn by Lords of the Gentiles ? And in this || i” 
ie Cardioals, Biſhops, and Abbots, do 
ptheir proportion imitate their moſt 
Holy Father; abandoning wholly the 
L work of the Goſpel, as if they bore an 
42 title, or at moſt, were only bound 
| . £Q/ 
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 toſay Maſs on ſome greater holy days[ha 
 Þutin all other things do avowedly-caſtſt 
off che care-of their flocks, © Shall. 1 hereſan 
'tell of the relaxation of all the aociegar: 
rules, about+the offices” and duty' of " 
*  Church:men;, which theſe latter a 
have invented, and wertion bow childea b 
+ are made Biſhops, how they allow of P teri [10 
bities, Nom-reſidencies, Onion, Commeni|\a 
dams, Gratizexpe@ativa's, with a great|iti 
* many more corruptions, which are everyſtu 
day authorized and granted at Rowtf|t 
| and ſo zealous were they for theſe , thufhy 
| they ſtrugled hard againft the honet|ed 
- attempt of ſome at Trent, who winli|co: 
 hancbad reſidence declared of divine riphy; (Cl 
4 and got z#, though with much ado tp:hjt 
' daid afde, And thus it is that the Biſhop tp 
and Abbots among them do for-moſtſbu 
|  partrelinquiſh their Charpes, to live#| J 
the Courts of Princes, and inſi nun ſhic 
themſelves upon all affairs and officeſpo 
and ſwarms of them go to Roxre , gapiny he 
for preferment there. 1 deny not bitÞo 
|. even: theſe late apes /have on T; 
- great mea —_—_ them, who ſeem © - 
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$[have;defigned the reviving of the Anci- 
ot Diſcipline z*both among the Clergy, 
re[and\the Peoples. but as theis/loftances 
&[werace, ſo they: were hated: and perſe- 
ofIcuted at Kome for their zea). Witneſs the 
«obdembing of Arolds Book, of: frequent 
ey | (ommmunivn, and'the' ſeverity J axſenins, 
#J16d:the Abbot of :iS:6yrar ; with, their fol- 
n[lavers; hive met with and thus whatever 
4 Jindriduals 'that Church! may; have pro- 
y[tuced;yet the corruptions [ have hinted, 
#|te votoriouſly; publickly , and generals © 
iy practiſed io it, ahd no where-lo avow- 
joy, as at the Court of Rome... Burt to 
[{|ompencd_this'defeRt of the; Superior 
Widergy, they have ſwarms of the 10fert- 
#j&« racks; every where, both ſecular.and 
ftgular, 'who'ſeem to; mind the ,caxe of 
boſs very ſeriouſly; 'But not toxxflet a- 
'M | in-upon any thibg hath beeg! litherto 
te Wd ofitheir bad conduct of (ſouls, I ſhall 
iow only take notice of the authority 
Whey pretend to, 23 1f the People were 
mpund: blindly to follow their Confeſlors 
dprefion, as the'voice of God, which 
wpearly-makes them the: ſervants of men, | » 
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and ſubjeQs them to the heavieſt-yoke,[} 
- Which is oſt diretly contrary 'to thei 
" Tiberty wherewith Chriſt hath made ns free;[ly 
' and what a rack to ſouls have they madeſy 
'Confeflion; and what an Engine. to get 
Into.the ſecrets of all the World; andtoſih 
bring mankind under their ſubjeQioo, hb; 
obvious enough toany that conſiders. it?th 
and to enforce it the more, as they-teachſin 
it fimply neceſſary-to Salvation, fo theſve 
* :authority-they made: the World-believeſor 
FT the Priclts were veſted with for pardotrſth: 
--- Tog fin; together with their eafie pardowgr: 
* - 'and light penances, did root it deeplirth« 
the hearts of all of that Communion. [adi 
-But'-go next to examine the S2ct{ in 
| ments, of which ſo much beiog ſaid avi: 
| ready, little remains'to be added. $yjo! 
their dividing the 'Cup from the: Breadgthe 
they deftroy Chriſts Ioſticutioo.;: anda vhi 
make it-to Sacrament , and- the hearingtha 
of Maſs without communicating, thouglſvet 
It make up the greateſt part of their worfamc 
ſhip, yet is purely-a ſervice of their on! dev 
 * | deviſing, without warrant from Chrift*o 
| \_ Inſtirution, who ſaids: rake, eat;2hjs jrmyeat 
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ke [Body 3 thereby fhewing, he intended the 
the lvertue and benefit of that Ordinancegon- 
ee;ly for thoſe who received it. And 1n a 
defyord,let any read and compare the Inſtie 

etution of the Lord Supper, as it' is in- #he 
tofſtbree Goſpels, and the Epiſtle to the Corin- 
hÞib#ans,together, with the whole office of 
t2Jthe Maſs, as it is in the Roman Church 
ch:nd then let him on hisConſcience paſs bis 
theſverdi&, whether they have adhered to, __ 
yeſor departed from, Chriſts Inſtitution. 10 5 
Mjthat piece of their worſhip. Fioally, one - 
w{great end of all ſolemn Worſhip, being 
jojthe Communion of Saints, in their joint 

+ J:dorations, and mutual occurrence in di- 
{vine ſervices, what union can they have - 
with God ? or what communion can they _ 
By bold one with another 2 who perform all 
dItheir Worſhip in an uoknowa Tongue, 
f@vhich 1s the rule and conſtant practice of 
rgfthat Church beyond Sea; though for the 
ivetter ventiog of their ſophiſticated (uff | 
xlamong us,they give the people Books of 
devotion in their vulgar Language, yer 
ycoorinue to ſay the Office of the Maſs in 
| LRnotiteh 
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Andehas:far 1 have run a-round tha 
oreat Circle, I propoſed to my felt in thefP! 

egioning-of this diſcourſe and: hayeſ'® 
_ examined the chief Deſigns of the Chri-J® 

ſtian Religion, arid have found the great]** 
and evideotcontradiQions,given to thenſ©* 
 Inall their branches, by the eſtabliſhed V1 
- and authorized DoCtrines and praCtilcs 6 
that Church; in which 1 have fully juſt: 
| fied the wife mans obſervation,that he who 


+ encreaſeth 'kriowledge , increaſeth {orrom; Q 
* and have ſaid cnough to evince to all re: 
' tional andconfidering winds, how unſafe 
it is for any that would keep a good Cor 
{cience,” to hold Communion with them, 
Bur I have not finiſhed wy deſign, till 
 lkewiſe examine the CharaGeers of the 
+ Chriſtian Religion, and compare theg 
|” with theſe are to be found in the Syn# 
gogue of Rome. 

The firſt CharaQter of our faith is, that | 
It was delivered to the World by men b 
| ſent of God, and divinely inſpired, -who 4 
-. proved their Miſſion by Miracles, . Now 
”" theſe DoQrines about which we diffa|? 
from that Church can pretend to - ſuch 
| - | : i ivine "> 
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ke (divine origina], let them tell us what in- 
the fre man, did firſt teach the warſhip of _ 
ave} [Pages,of the Maſs,of Angels, and Saints; 
17. 120d of Reliques : what man ſent of God * 
ex v2s the firſt Author of the belief, ofthe . 
en{<2rporal preſence, of the Sacriticeof the 
16g] Maſs, of the Popes ſupremacy, of Purga- 
off fory,of Indulgences,and of all theſe innu- ) 
(| erable ſuperſtitions, of which the Scrip- 
[ure is abſolutely filent : for if theſe do-\ 
| Qrines were not the off-ſprivg of Reye- | 
4 | ations, they are none of the Oracles. of | 
if | Cod, nor can we be obliged to belieye | 
0-1 them as ſuch. It is true, they vouch Scrip- | 
m,| fures for proof to ſome of theſe, but theſe | 
;1{ are ſo far ſtretched,that their ſure retreat [| 
heſsin the SanCtuary of the Churches Tra- | 
gf ditions: but till a clear warrant be pro- | 
+ | duced for proving it was impoſlible that /! 
any falſhood could have that way crept |; 
Into the World, we muſt be excuſed from{. 
believing theſe. Neither is it poſſible to 
koow what Traditions came from the |: 
Apoſtles, for as the vulgar are not ca*/. 
pable of purſuing the enquiry, ſo the ! 
loſs of molt of the wricings of the firſt] * 
'” 
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_ this I ſay not, that we need fear 


| ' thistrial, for thei leoce of the firſt and 


| pureſt Ages, about theſe things which 
are controverted among us, is evidence i 
enough ithat they were not known to 


them; eſpecially fioce 1n their Apolq 


which they wrote to the Heathers 


; | for their Religion and Worſhip, wherein 
| they give an abſtra& of their DoCrines, 


anda Rubric of their worſhip; they nes 


yer once mention theſe great evils, for 


which we now accuſe that Church, It is 
true, a late iogenious Writer, whoſe ſin 


 cere zeal and eandor had much offended 


the Roman Court, and drawn cenſure 
on himſelf and his Book, took a way 
ro repair his reputation by a new Me- 
* thod of proviog the. truth of the Opin: 


- ons held in the Roman Church , which 
” was, that ſince the preſent Church held 
þ em, that ſhews that they had them ſo 


* from theirAnceſtors,and they from theirs, 


| Lil yourun backwards to the days of wel þ 


_ oltles;, 


riro Ages, Wes iwpoſlible to know ip 
raditions came from the AJW: 


- Þ boltles. \ 
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Apoſtles : alledging that a'change i in the' 
A+ |Worſhip was unpraCticable,fince it could' 
\ ſnot be done 1n a corner, but 1n the view 
ar fof all the World; who it is not to be 
d Jinagined were capable of ſuffering aoy 
h Jgreat or conſiderable change to be made 
6 fib that which was daily tn their view, 
o fand much in their eſteem; therefore he 
>» fconcludes, that every Generation adhe-' 
s Jred to that belief, io which they were 
in [boro : and ſono change in any great ſub» | 
$ [{tantial and viſible part of worſhip could* ? 
e fbe made. Iris true, he applies this only ? 
x [to the belief of the corporal preſence, 
is [which he attempts to prove could never: 
have been introduced into the Church, 
had it not been conveyed down fromthe 
Apoſtles, He hath indeed ſet off this with 
all the beauties of wit, and elegencies of 
tile, and much profound reading, But” : 
with how great and eminent advantages,” | 
both of reaſon, and learning, this pretence 
hath beer baffled; I leave ir tothe judg- 
ment of all who have been ſo happy as to... 
rad Mr. (land his incomparable Wri-' 

tings? And the common ſcene of _—_— ; 
| w1 b 
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will prove this but an impoſture , how 
fairly ſoever adorned; for,if we find it 
- certain that any Do@rines,or main parts 
of worſhip are now received into that 
Church, andit from the undeniable ey|: 
_ dences of Hiſtory, and Writipgs of Ag 
cients, it appear, that theſe things were 
not received 1n the ancient Church, then 
| It is certain there hath been a change 
made from what was then, to what i; 
* now,though an iogenious Invention may 
| make it appear very ditticult, to 1magin 
how and when. the change came io ; & 
| ſpecially when it was inſenſfibly , and by 
| pleces advanced.lf then it be proved that 
the Fathers believed the Elements in the 
| Sacrament were. really bread and wine, 
| and not changed from'their own nature, 
' but only types and figures of the Body of 
| Chriſt, then we are ſure a chaovge muſt 
' have been made,though the ignorance of 

ſome ages makes: it a hard task to clear 
| all particulars about it. It is true, the 
| Fathers did highly magoifie this Sacra: 
' ment, with many: expreſſions, which 
| (though the vehemence of Divioe Rhez 
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W | torick can well juſtifie,yet) will not bear 
it a Logical Examen, but when they ſpeak 
ts in a cooler Stile, nathiog can be more 
a | clear, then that they . believed not the 
't | corporal preſence. But may not that 
ll | reaſoning of the impoſſibility of a change 
tina worſhip, be as well applied to the 
0 f taking the Chalice from the People, who 
ef in reaſon ſhould be imagined fo tena- 
FJ cious of ſo great a priviledge, that no 
| conſideration ſhould have obliged them _ 
I0-] to part with it? and yet we know, nor | 
& | dothey deny, how it was wrung from 
7 | them, about 250 years ago. What may 
i | ſeem leſs credible then for the People to 
E | conſent, to have their worſhip 1a an un- 

& | known Tongue, and yet we know that 
, all once worſhipped in their Mother 

t | Tongue,but that after(by the overthrow = 
{t | of the Roman Empire)the LatineToogue 
f decayed, the barbarous worſhip was ob- 
If truded on the World ? And what piece-.of 
5 | worſhip is both more viſible , and more 
+ [contrary to the c'eareſt evidence of - 
Scriptures, eſpecially to the command- 
# | Wents, in which - the people were ab | 
T.ht wales * 
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_ ways ioftructed;: then the worſhipping of | 
| Images? And though we know well « [+ 
| nouph that for "the firſt ſeven Centuries | y 
| the Chriſtian World abhorred them, yet | y 
- Within a hundredth years after that, we j 
finda preat part of it bewitched with |þ 
| them, And what can be thought more | 
| uneaſi= for the World to have received, | 6 
' then the Popes abſolute authority over [| 
| all cheChurches and States of the World? |» 
* One ſhould thiok that though Religion | c 
' and Reaſon, had lien out of the way, yet 
& lotereſt, and Ambition, had with(tood 
| this: yet we ſee clearly by what ſteps 
© they crept up, from being Biſhops of the 
' Imperial City, in an equality of power 
* with their neighbouring: Biſhops, into 
* that culminating hight , to which they 
' have now mounted. Inaword, we re* 
| fuſe not to appeal to the firſt four Ages | 
| of the Church, in theſe matters that we 
* quarrel the Roman Church forzWe de: 
* Dy not but humane infirmity- begun ſoon 
' to appear in the Church, and a care to 
| gain on the  Heathens, made them 
| quickly fall upon ſome rites, a, ule | 
PEST 2me 1 -- 
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of [ſome- terms, ; which  after-ages corrupt- 
e Jed. Butthe ruin of Religion was, when 
es | the Romari Empire being overturned by 
et | the incurfion;of the Northern. Nations, 
ve [in the begioning of the fifth Century, 
th | both piety;aod Religion being laid. to 
re | ſleep, -ipſtead of the Primitive ſimplicity 
d, | of the faith and worſhip of the Chriſtians, 
er | they turned all their zeal to the adorning: 
d2 | of the outwards of Religion,8 hence, the. : 
8 | corruptionsof the Church took their. rife... ; 
et | . But I had almoſt forgot to, name fome. 
d | Reyelations which that Church. preteads 
vs | to, even for:ſome of her. moſt doybtful, | 
ie | opinjons* which are. the viſions and.ex>: 
r | traordigary. Inſpirations of ſome of, their, - 
0 | Saints, from which they, vouch a: divine. 
jy | confirmation to their, Doftrines; | confeſs ? 
:* | there is a great deal of extraordinary Vis. 
8 | ions, Rapts and Extaſies to be, met with, | 
© | among the lives of their Saints 3/and.1I, 
» | fear a great, deal more then truth: far. * 
© | really whoſo will but read theſe writings,. . 
i) 
n 


he muſt confeſs they are ſo far. from. - 
ag probable, or: well contrived + 
| that 
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| they L ſpeak out .. their forgery... ' 
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_ of Viliohs and” Kvolaroz' Was to rug 
| bick fourteen years for one: Their Saint 


not® yery credible Stories they'itell of 
| Chrifts appearing to ſome of their Shes 
Satnts, abd kiſſtog them , giviag .thew 
FR s,'being married to them. and cele 
\britmgmuptial rites; making them drink 
| [Out 5+ his ide, and leaving on: 'them the 
| prints of his: woubds, with many other 
| ſuch Tike apparitions of the Virgin,-and 0- 
| ther Faltits, whieh'were either hs 
dreams, or the effedts of melancholy, or 

/ hiſterical diſtewpers; and yertheſe excra+ 


| as aered picces of Divine Revelations, * 
Bat the inſpiratibn of the holy Wri- 
Wig on which we found our Faith, was 
proved ''by their' miracles whicki chey 
' wrought publickly' in the fight'sf many; 
and in the preſence'of their advenlaries, 
| matiy of whom were convinced by them 5 


Lene to him in the Name of o_ muſt 
Þ: COR EEEDE: : have, 


Alas! whereas StiP aw] beingfpu ro Glory) | hy 


arefound in theta every day; © Are they j 


tc fables are given out to the peopley 


| and it js certain, that whoſoevetoffers any” 
| thing; to anthers belief, preteiiding he. 


Thſquity unvatled. = 
hive ſome evident proof of his Divitie 
Miſſion : ſince none are bound to believe | 
him barely on his own Teſtimony:Orher- 
wiſe there ſhon!d be no end of Injpes... 
ſtares, ifevety pretender to Divine Inſpt- 
tition were to be believed withour proof. 
Now the way it muſt be proved, is by 
forte evidence of Gods extraordinar it 
ftivg ſuch a perſon, which appeared al 
wayes either in Prophefies, or Miracles, 
but chiefly it miracles under the New Tez— 
ſtament:and therefore both Chriſt and his * 
z [Apoſtles appeal co, the mighty works they | 
r [Wrought , as the great confirmation "of {-- 
# [their DoCQtrine. If then there be new Do- * 
y [irines brought idto the Church , rhey | | 
- [uſt have the like confirmation, othet-/ 
wife they ate not to be belleved. ——7 
"But here thoſe of that Church think 
they triumph : 'For miracles they haven - 
bundance 3 nota Relique they have,but 
hath wrought mighty wonders, nor + 
Countrey-Saint, but the Curat of the 
Iplace can gravely tell a great many deeds 
[ofhis puiſſance;nor want the Images their; / 
tlarvellous atchievments,but wondrouſly - 
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£236 _The Vyſferyof- Þ 
wondrous -are the feats the Hoſty ny kn 
| performed ; Here [ am upona ſad Subje&[#: 
| Of that trade of lies and fictions, where-ſth! 
| with the Merchants of that Babylon bauſiis 
Po long traffiqued; of which the fincereſC! 
| among themiclves are aſhamed. How.rtlic 
dicylous are many of their miraculowſiht 

| Harrations? Was it a worthy plece of thefts 
| Anpelical Migiſtration, for Angels to goſe: 
| troſting over Sea and Land with a loadſſc 
t of Timber and Stones of the Virgins bouſe tin 


Hill, ar levgthrthey ſet it down at  Loretto, ſti 
"that great devorions might be ſhown to wl 


| =? It isa'goodly tory for to tell of a Saint 
i; that walked fo far after his head was cutfitt 
© off, with it-io his arms, reſtiog in ſomeſc! 
places to draw breath? yet he will paſt 
| -for an Infidel that ſhould doubt ofthis,ath{it 
= St.Den#s-Church, Who can look onthe yl 


Þ 


| lives of the late Saints: of that Church,ſtc 
"without nauſea ? Gregories Dialogues be] 
' gun this rrade, which indeed hath thrivenſſi: 
'well fiace. .The miracles of the Chriſtian wh 
faith were grave and folemn aCtions 3. butÞic: 


what ridiculous ſcenical ſtories, not to aff 
blaſphemous ones, meer us about the mkJi; 


ren 


{icles of their Saints? He that would 
th [know this, may read the” Lives of St. 
aIrerce, and St, Domimc , St. WE  Lby 
re-lthe two St. Catherines, and he will be {a= 
weltifed to a ſurfeit. The Miracles alſo of 
rerfChriſt and his 'Apoſtles were acted pub- 
reſlickly, in the view of all; but moſt of 
theſe narrations of their Wonders were 
heftranſacted in corners, none being wit- 
eoftefſes but perſons concerned to own the. 
adfcheat : And the Doctrine of Equivoca- 
ſe fing was a good cordial for the eaſe of 
to, ftheir Conſciences, though they {wore 

tolwhat they knew falſe , according to the i 
lotfeatural Cnſe of rhe words which they, 
atfittered. Thus we have many fables of 
meſChriſts appearing in the Holty, ſome- 
akJmes as a child, and ſometimes, as cru- 
atfaked, when but a very few of the 
heſwhole company preſent ,- were honou-' 
,fed with that amazing ſight, . 
xl. Further , the Miracles of the Chri-] 
enſſtian Faith were written in. the times 1 
afuhich they were acted , that. ſo, eaqui-, 
Khies might have been made [into their | 
ayfell ood z and the Ren that then go-} | 


ned ;- i Nannies et Þ Rach; 
ifefor its © ers , "to have pro 
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fixch been.” "But ics the Miracles [yr 


of Rome are not heard *& till fome Ages, [a 
at leaft Years be paſt, w hereby they ares 
eurefrom the after-game of a diſcovery; 

and he were a ſtout man that would a&-ſe 
| _ yenture to queſtion the _ of thekſ 

cx Dretences at Rome, where it is the inter] 
of that Church to have them all belie-Jyc 
ved, withour once queſtioning them |pr 
But how comes it , that in Hereticalſtr 
Countreys (as they call them) wher# 
there 15 more need of :thofe Miracles 6: 
.and where the fy mig might be more irrefre-lth 
ably proved, it true , fince the Exami-ſa: 
Ners0 them were not to be fuſpected,] tt 
| | get none of theſe mighty works dofſhew them fo 
FT ſebves forth? Certainly, that they are tom 
* ,thisday forife in ay and Spary, and foo 
Feant in Britain , is a ſhrewd ground tof 12 
&pprehend Legerdenain, and forgery. 
\theaccounts we get of their later. ri 
. Aa eee che ,ontrivers. of - theſe Sth 
|| LET. not managed their "SY 
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_ xouity itnvailed. "th 
Tihalf, fo well as need was 5 for they have 

«heftowed as many” of them on one per- 
"fn , as might Have Sainted: the half of - 
Is|mnOrder. But the gain that is made-/by 
S;laew Saints, and new Reliques , i w: 
&& mough known; not to ſpeak of - the 
Y;Jgeneral advantage that Church. pre- 
ab-Jrends todraw from it. ". 
ef In end , though ſome things. among 
MMIthem did ſeem to ſurpaſs the known 
te- powers of Nature , thele ought not to 
MJprevail upon us for departing from the | 
caltruth; ſince thaugh an Angel from Heavew _ 
et] Preached another Goſpel, be is fo be atcurſed,” 4 
S,[Gal. 1.8, If then they have ſo changed * 
t-lthe Chriſtian Do&rine by their Additis 
m-Jans and Inventions , that it is become 
xd, thereby as another Goſpel 5 none of the 
1 kemingly Seraphical appearances they 


to] may have among them, though true, : 
| t0 m__ reconcileus to it, and that the 


nfagainft this Impoſture , by St. Pal , bb 
154 rue. ;t as av Jndication of the Sow of Pers 
04 dation, Faat his coming was ufter the power 
VIF Satan, with ul! poxer and firms, anll = 
US: 2 
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th all. deceivableneſiſir 


dying wonders, and wi | 
of wnrighteouſeneſs, 2. Theſſ. 2. 9, 10. Anda 
 23t 154 part of their curſe , that they ary 
3 __ up to ſtrong deluſions, to believeſra 
Hes: the Beaſt alſo that appeared to St. John! 
—_Rev. 13.13. diagreat wonders , ſo that hiſs 
wade Fire come down from Heavezs , 17 thi 
ſteht of men, and deceived many, that dwelt n 
on the Earth , by theſe Miracles which heth 
had power to do, But to conclude this, [tri 
my greateſt quarrel, at theſe forger1es dfhe 
| Miracles is, that the people being taught |po 
* F0believe them, and the Miracles of the] 
t—Goſpel., withan equal cerrainty, fince | 
F they have the Teſtimony of the Church, [he 
| for both, and they ſeeing ſuch evident th 
| *CharaQters of- fraud and forgery on do 
| -thele ſuppoſed miracles, whereby they |m 
| fare :convinced of their falſhood , arm 
| { thereby -in danger of ſuſpecting all the |m 
' { Miracles of the Goſpel, as the tricks of Jth 
F | ubdolous and crafty men; whereby {th 
* \they. run. head-long.};to -an Atheittical Jth 
- Jdisbelieving the truthof all alike. .. And fc 
| (thus far we have found how oppoſite [| 
| {hat Churchis, tothe 'Spaule-of Chriſt, 
EM. RIS: ſince 
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effidce her Dodrines are ſoul} founded; 
adJaid look ſo like cunningly deviſed! fables; 
arcfwithout the authority of divine inſpt 
velntion, or the proof of true Miracles; -- 
hafsi The next Character of qur Faith-4s 3 
its perſpicuity, and ſimplicity, all being 
the dileds the clear light of the.day in ty : 
ef]ind every part of it being {0 genuine 
hfthatitis apparent, it was not the con- - 
1s, Jtrivance of deſigning men.,;that by the *' 
ofbelief of it they might obrain the 
It power, and poſſeſs. the riches 'of - the 
he [World : And therefore there are/no ſe- 
ce [ret Docrines in-our Faith, which muſt 
I Jbe kept up from-the Vulgar.; : whereby: * 
nt [the Paſtors of Chriſtendom- may have\ : 


Mn [dominion over. their ſouls: /\But what 4 
muſt we conclude of them, who by alt! * 
means ſtudy to keep. all of > their Come} :1 
munion ignorant , as if- devotidn were\ } 
thereby nouriſhed ; and allow them not | - 
the uſe of the Seryzptures in their Mo-| 
ther-rongue, nora; worſhip which they:] - 
an underitand, whereby it is, that they:7 
Who occupy the rooms :of unlearned', cannot. | ] 
ſy Amen, at the' giving of thanks , ſince} 
7 | j 3 they 1 
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1 all che Dodrines of. the: 
' Without forther 1nquiries; iid” thei 
blind: obedience to the Confeſſarins, be hi n 

- ever ſdignorant and carnal. Theſe a 
certainly darkening opinions, and pry i 
Riſes, and far different rom the method; 16 
_ of the Apoſtles, in preaching the Goſ:.1 
| pet, whowith-held from the people no- 
| thing of the Counſel of God, and ſtudied] 
the enlightening their underftandings, 
as well astheenlivening of their wills. 
= But further, how much of intereſt» 
appearsfn the Docrines'of Ze, which | i 
Aj fetd to the' exalting of enriching the] & 
I | Papa V'25 and inferiour Clergy 5 for it is| 
ible what atrade they drive by them | 

; [Sor all the contrivances ,, all the pro- 
| Nonrs? in Europe ever: fell upon for” ett- 
Rani their Maſters Teak, falls ſhort 
of th projects of Purgatory, the Trea- 

: the Church, Indu ulgences, and 
S \obe Popes abſolute authority, in making | 
 abrogaring, 'and difpencing with all] 2 
Poſtive Laws. , Neither 1 is there nous t 
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© XJ Babylon.  ' And We: may guel 
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in The Laws of Gog., than ypen-the lealt 
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| alted aboye the reach of gur-faculties , 


OG ackgn 60 der arte Aeoran, thas 
in the Myſteries of, that. Galph of, the / 


f their - concernedne(s' in thelomatrers , 4 
lnce a gentler cenſure ite hoped. for \ 
200 the violation of grenelt -of 


contradiction to their idolized Intereſts. / 
The one is the conſtant fubjec' of t1 A - 
10- | Studies, and Sermons, whereas the MW 
is ſeldom minded. -- 

The third Character of our Faith , is, » 


that (it is rational ; and ſuitgble: tq :ous 


Souls, Ged having fitted it, and framed 
them fo harmomoully , that. they 'are | 
congenial one to another, It; 16-true, the | 
Myſteries about God and Chriſt are ex» | 


but even reaſon it {elf teacheth thar if 
muſt be ſo , ſince 7 if there-he a God, he | 
myſt be infinite and incomprehenſible 3 

and therefore it js not to be wondered, - 
if the Scriptures offer ſome Myſteries t9 | 
us about God and Chriſt , which choak 
and ftifle the impreſſions we are apt ta - 


take of things, Butin theſe, it is: vil _ 
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| #o'our facilities, that-3t *is impoſſible weſed 
- canreach' or,'comprehend it ; but as forſiue 
_ cheotherpartsof Religion , they are allfut 
,  diſtin&ly plain, that'the reaſonable is. 
"neſs, as Wwel-as the authority of themyſnc 
Jerve to'icotnmend them to us ; but -howh 
|  yoidare they of - this who have- made 
one of the'chief Articles of their Faith, 
and the greateſt matter'of -their worſhip; fi 
that which is, not only beyond, but con- 
trary'to, the 'moſt common impreſſions 
of Nature, which teacheth' us ,”'to be: þ 
 Heve our ſenſes when under no leſion; 
and duly applied to a proper object. | For [pa 
| indeed, in'that caſes, we" cannot really 
| doubt but things are as they appear to 
us; forwecannob believe it mid-night; Þþ 
when weelearly ſee the Sun in the Me- 
| Fidian; nay,/and our Faith refts on the 
- evidences our ſenſes give, ſince we be- 
- Tieve, becauſe Miracles were clearly ſeen 
| by theſe who firſt received the Faith: 
F And, Chriſt ſaid, believe me , for the very 
| works ſake, Foh. 14.11. Ando their ſight 
of theſe warks was. a certain "eerie 
- their 
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nedhbeir belief, therefore the ſenſes unvitia- 
weled, fixing on Lopes obje&, through a 
forflue mean, are infallible; thereforewhat 
allfiur ſight , our taſte, and our touch tell 
Jes, is Bread and Wine, muſt beſo fill] 
m;Jind cannot be imagined to have changed 
Ow fits ſubſtance, upon the recital of the 
de five wordgF” Shall I add to this, that 
h, throng of abſurdities which croud abour 
P, fthis opinion 2 Forif it be true, then. a 
n-ody may be in more places at once, tri- 
umphing in glory-1n one, and facrificed 
In rchandes other places: And a large 
; Þody may be crouded into the narrow” }: 
pace of a thin WaferF” they holding it 
obe not only wholy in the whole Wafer;  : 
but alſo intirely in every crumbof it: Aj 
body can. be without dimenſions and 
xccidents without a ſubject, theſe muſt} 1 
te confeſſed to be among the higheſt of) 
inconcievables; and yet theſe Miracles\ 
muſt be believed to be produced every 
lay, in above a hundred thouſand places. 
ertainly,, he hath a ſturdy belief who 
an ſwallow over all thele ablurdities, 
rithout choaking on them, _. _ 
/ c 
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gine, that 3 man of no eximious fancting 
(nay,perhaps of noted impiety)nor extriqhbs 
ordinarily knowing (nay,perbaps groſlyſpi 
ignorant) in Theological Matters , ſballfin 
have the Holy Ghoſt {o abſolutely at higkle 
cammand , that ' whatever , he decregſ- 
what an unconceiveable myſtery is thiſpli 
Treaſure of the Church, and the Papa! 
Authority to diſpenſe it-as he will « Noſpy 
' tf conceivable 15 theefficacy of the $4 k 
raments, by the work wrought; nor ita 
any thing more affronting to reaſon, thanſra 
the barbarous worſhip. And of a pieebo 
with'this is the blind {ubje&ion is pleadade 
for the Confeſſarins his Injundtions, andſch 
their opinions of expiating their fins byſjn 
a company of little trifling penances,[$\ 
' which tend not to the cleanſing theſbu 
| Soul, norkilling of the life of fin, muchſ;o 
| { feſscan be able ta appeaſe God, eitherdfoi 
their own inbred worth , or by reaſonoffu 
any value God is pleaſed to ſet on them, [bi 
R = by Command or Promiſe. Butar 
ſhould I reckon up every thing 1s _—_ m 
EIS CNEMF:. 
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mifhem that choaks reafon, I ſhould d 


well 
Hiyhbo long on this, and reckon over moſt of 
tthithe things have been through the whole 
f{lyſDiſcourſe hinted , which teem to ſtand 
balfia the moſt diametrical oppoſition to: the 
Tyfdeareft impreflions of all mens reaſons. 
&- But to-bring my Enquiry toaan iflue, 
\ndkafineſs and gentlenets are by Chriſt ap- 
Iyplied to his yoke, laws, and burden ; and 
Xwhatever oppoſition or trouble they may 
Ndfive to the carnal man , by mortifying 
Wſbis luſts, and contradicting all his inordt. _— 
 $aate and unlimitted deſires, yet by the * 
anfrtional faculties and powers they are 
both eaſily underſtood and practiſed. Ins» 
alfdeed Religion lies in few things, andits 
ndjchief work is the reforming and purtdy 
byJing the inward man, where it mainly 
$,Jdwells and exerts its force and virtue; _ 
beſbut theſe who have added ſo much, both 
chito be believed and done, beyond what 
affour Lord preſcribed , as they accuſe his 
otJunfaithfulneſs , ſo bring unſupportable 
L,Iburdens on the Coniciences of Chriſti- 
tans: Theſe therefore who lead out the 
gimind, by preſeating a great many foreign _ 
_— IN objects « 


 bbje&stoit, dointroduce fuperannuatedſsf 
Judaiſm, inftead of that literry Chriſgat 
brought with him unto the World. Burþbl 
| thall I numberwvp here all the ImpoſitionzÞþb 
- of that Church, whoſe numbers areſwh 

reat as well as their nature grievous;j0! 
Br it 15 a {tudy to know them all, butſthe 
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what 2 pain muſt it be to perform themsſva 
It is a work which will take up a greatſta 
| dealof timeto underſtand the Rubricks of fie 
' their Miſſals, Breviaries, Rituals , andſþet 
] Pontificals. In a word, they have left the pe 
-/ Unity and fimplicity of Religion , andjjne 
| ſet up inſtead of it a lifeleſs heap of Or-vt 
-/ dinances,which muſt oppreſs, but cannot ſj 
relieve the Conſciences of their Diſci-Ful 
_ PIES. MO 
' Shall T add to this, the ſeverity of ſome Þut 
of their Orders, into which by unalte-nd 
'rable Yows they are engaged their whole JÞb 
lives? Now whatever fitneſs might be ſou 
' 1n ſuch Diſcipline, upon occaſions, for, hi 
\. beating down the body or humbling of hu 
the mind, yet it muſt be very tyrannical fic 
' to bind the perpetual obſervance of theſe Ii 
on any by an oath , tor thereby all uy th 
1138 reſt 
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nyaiquity unvatled. 7x59 
Ht of their lives may become inſuppor- 
ifFably bitter to them, wherein they ſtand 
arpbliged, under perjury, to the perpetual 
tblervance of ſome ſevere Diſcipline ; 
which, though art firſt in a novitious fer- 
s;Four might have had its good effects on = 
utfhem , yet that drying up, it will after- _ 
1:hvards have no other effect but the con-F 
atſtant dejeding of the ſoul, and'ſqtheir = 
-offife will be a rack to them by their per- 
adþetual toil in theſe auſterities. This F 
hefpeak of thoſe who ſeem the chief Orna- 
1d Inents of that Church , whoſe Devotion 
oth for moſt part turn to outwards, and 
of feſts in the ric obſervance of their ' 
+#fules, not without voluntary afſumed 
/;nortifications, which they add to them, 
x Þut wherein they for molt part glory , 
& nd ſo the life of pride and lelf-love (the 
le bbtilleſt of all our enemies) 1s fed and 
x fouriſhed by them: Neither can we 
r; think, that theſe, whoſe exerciſes are ſo 
f ftuch external , can be fo recollected for. 
ke inward and ſerene breathings of the- 
find after God and Chriit, without 
Fhich, all externals, though they ſeem 
Se 7.. : : ro 
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| to make a fair ſhow in the fleſh, yet ante; 
' buta skelet of lifeleſs and: 1n(ipid thinggfer 
Bitindeed they have ſtudied to removeſeir 

is objeqion of the uneaſineſ(s of theirfor 


5 Religion, by accommodating it ſo, thats r 


the worſt of men may beſ{ecure of Heap | 


- ven andenjoy their luſts both , accordingſhay 
to the corrupt condut of forme of theitfytt 
ſpiritual Fathers : But whatT have hintellſſtu1 

of the uneafine(s of their Religion , Ch 

taken from the Nature of their Devoſwa 
tions, in their bygheſt altitude and eletw 

Vation. 
_ And thus far I have purſued my Deſtea 

{ign, in the tract whereof I haye not beenfire 

void of a great deal of pain and forrowftel 

for what pkaſure can any find by diſcoſjr, 
| yeringſo much wickednels, and fo many. | 
errours in the Chriſtened Regions of theſbr | 

— World, and ſee the holy and beautifulfr 

Places, wherein the former Ages worfwe 

ſhipped God in the Spirit " turned tobqh1 

kabttations of Idols and graven Image{Ar 
by which God is provoked to jealoufieſ6n 

Godis my witnels, how theſe thoughtQin; 

Have entertained me with horrour amndſi 

C2 regre. 


7 Tniquity unvaiſed, #159 
uret , all the while I have conſt- 
witered them : And that T am fo far from 
vegeing glad , that I have found fo much 
iforruption in the Roman Church , that it 
as not without the greateſt antipathy 
eo =y nature imaginable, that I have 
phayed this duty.to truth , by aſſerting it 
aWfyith the diſcovery of ſo many Impo=7,. 
elfitures , which have ſo long abuſed the 
Chriſtian world ; and- if any heat or 
ovarmth hath flipped from my Pen, T 
lefnuft proteſt ſincerely, it is not the effett 

f anger, or paſſion, but of a tender and 
Hicalous compaſſion , for thoſe fouls who 
enjire either already blinded with - theſe 
wikeluſions, or do incline towards rhoſe 
ohuths which lead to the chambers of death. 3 
off. I am none of thoſe who juſtifite rage * 
heir bitterneſs againſt thoſe in errours, 
uſſfr if we had the Spirit of Chryyit im us, 
Hwve ſhould'mourn over, and lament their 
bqmiſery, who lye under fo much darkneſs. 
eJAnd this is a ſure character to judge if 
dur zeal for God and his truth be Divine 
wind Evangelical, if ir make ns pour oat 
wtivers of tears for thoſe that have:gone 

TT out 
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 . outof the way, rather than ſtreams gf 
Fire; againſt the! hat . zeal which. 
raiſeth melting ſorrow, tender compaſlifh; 
on, and fervent prayers for thoſe we. ſeeff 
' erring, is Chriſt-ike,and worthy of thae 
Tacek and charitable ſpirit whichthe Gol... 
pel ſo much recommends : Whereas that, 
which boils our in rage and foam againlth, 
ſuch as err, and deſigns their ruin, and y 
miſchief, and ſtudies how to perſecute, in 
\ rather than convert them, and kindles in 4 
* . menbitter averſion to their perſons, tof},, 
{- gether with rude harſhneſs in their behafj, 
* yiourto eres þ is all Antichriſtian and 3 
- carnal, Myde 


fgn therefore in this dill, 
courſe is to provoke pity rather than ki 
rath, and tears more than flames,ſs. 
{towards thoſe deceived multitudes , that, 
we may pray for them, rather than rail I 
at them. br 


' ButmFP chief aim is to perſwade all, 

who love their ſouls, to-canfider the . 
danger of continuing in the Commu, 
nion of a Church, that hath nor only|,, 
fallen from her firit love and purity , buthe 
hathin ſo many great and eſſential pointy NF) 
| corrup-.. 
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Bs 0) pted our moſt holy Faith/and adu[-* | 
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Merated the pure ſincerity of '6ur! wors 
le - Tſhall-not here ſearch into-the- depths 
Why the Mercies of 'God , how fir they 
YInay reach any of - that Communion, 
ut hor examin how far they hold the fourt-.- | 
tion Chriſt, notwithſtanding' of-all * 
ndf;e baſe ſuperſtructures they have*'reared 
© pon it , nor ſhall I conſider how far 
Ufavidcible ignorance may excite: the 
built of 'an ertor, nor how applicable 
by this may be to them, nor ſhall T-diſculs 
pow far the private differing from theſe 
grors may in many things ſecure forme of 
ap the individuals of that Communion 
from the general guilt lies over them ; 
ir upon all theſe JR many things 
may be ſaid, and none alive is more wit- 


lng to ſtretch his invention , for finding 
ls grounds to fix his - Charity'on ,- than _ 
oy {elf. Burt all T can deviſe falls ſho 
f vf a full and ſatisfying excuſe for thoſe _ ! 
Tiwho being educated in tho OWE , 
j If the truth and ſincerity of the Goſpel,do 


all 


_— 
T3» 


ons * 


all away into the errors and fupert 


' onsof that Church, nor can. T imagiaſye 
' whattheir temptations ſhould be to uh 
- except one of two : The firſt 1s, thats 
they deſire a ſenſible Religion ,.- andſac 
therefore loath the ſimplicity and ſpire f,f 
tuallity of the Goſpel; and love to haveſy 

| Jomeglorious objects in Worſhip to ſtrike; 
= on. and affe@ their ſenſes: But how-[y. 
|. ever this may make impreſſions on the, 
' groſler rabble, yet certainly , any thathys 
conſiders that the perfection,,of man hes. : 
in his reaſon , and not yf his outwardfgn 
enſes; and'that the exaltation of reaſon, 


E 15 Religion z he muſt confeſs that theſje 
" kefs it dwell in the ſenſes, and thejyh; 
more 4award it become on the reaſon;[g, 
' It is the more ſuitable both to the nature], 
of: .God, of Religion, and of the rationallj 
faculties... But the other conſiderationJho 
that may. draw many to that Religion,[4n 


s, 


yet worle, which is, becauſe in it al 
T7 "ag allowanceis given to all manner offpf 
| fin, by«he treacherous conduct of ſomely 
Conkello fellors,, who perſwade men of Hewſm 
yen ,-08 terms very eaſie and: plealingſec 
liefhand blood, And henes it. is: thatho, 
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re ſce very few who have exprefied any 
kection to a devour life , abandoning: 
As to go over to the Roman Communion 4 
\Unoſt of thoſe who do ſo, (except itbe one 
If a thouſand) being as void .of 'virtue',/ 
Is ignorant of the nature of true Reli- 
ke fion 4 that we may ſay, Joh. 2.19. Thef _ 
Wh fwert out from us , .but they were''not of us, © 
he Bs if they had been of us , they had not gone: 
at Nat from 5, F "42 
&f.: Theſe being the only viſible tentat- 
Teens to entice any from our Communiort 
Mito theirs, it is hard to preſerve any great. 
eiegrees of Charity for them : | For « 
tefthirs tentation being that only which 
NzJtcan work on a devout mind, takes with 
rib tew among us, that I need ſcarce name 
allir# which 1is' the ſolitary and retired 
Mfhouſes among them for leading a devout 
MJand tric life, and the excellent Books of 
 3IDevotion have. been publiſhed by many 
Mof that Communion; This T know 
WIwrought mightily on one, and made hint 
0 Imany times with that he could with 2 
SIgood Conſcience throw himſelf into - 
one of theſe Religious houſes 5 but the . 
Wot. Sh con- * : 
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ons [MX 
abt 
' ginable, and thereby ſecuring damnati-[#9 

on to himſelf. by complying with things | 

he judged ſo damnable, he durſt not doÞ9% 
ir—Yetfor his further fatisfaction ; hefF? 
-; Went among them, to ſee. if their Wor- ts 
ſhip appeared more amiable in practiſe, [? 
then It did in Writings ; but 1 have of. 
heard him often declare, that though his fur 
mind was. as free of prepofſeſſions , asÞ'? 
perhaps ever mans was , yet. all he con- ths 
' ceivedof them, even from the Writings ®- 
| | of their adyerſaries , was nothing com; 
| pared to the impreſſions which the 11ght ec 
F | of their Worſhip left upon him, it appear-22! 
| | 1ng ſo Hiſtrionical in all its circumſtan-J'? 
| | ces, and fo idolatrous in its ſubſtance,J#® 
eſpecially as he ſaw the Vulgar pradtiſeit. 4 
And for their Religious Houles, he was be 
among a great many of all : Orders., butÞ** 
was far from meeting with that ſpirit offz 
devotion, he had hoped to find amongÞ-* 
them , for they always magnified thei 
Order, and the little external auſteritiesÞF! 
re OO mm mm m—_ —_—___— an. 
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w 1 © devotions of -it- 3 burfor genuine fige 
Inility, a delight;in God, and Chrilt { 
Jabſtraction from-the world, { for all. their 
+ [Focks and retirements, ) ſincere heavens 
ly-mindednels ,, and,fervent Charity. to: 
th Brethren.,,-he-fegrated he-had met. 
with little of--it among them.], Ar 
that ;he found the ſeveral Orders full of 
. emulation and-enyy at other Orders , and. 
«Jef heats among themſelves, which made. 
; ſhim ſee, that he who meantto lead-a de-' 
«frout.life, muſt chooſe another Saguary. 
[than any of theſe-he faw ig- that Comr, 
mnunion. CRAITT mm 
1. I deny not, that it is the oreateſ} de-. 
t ect of the Reformation , that there arg 
- (not 4n it ſuch encouragements to a de- 
»ff0ut life; though the intanglements of. } 
{Yows to things without our power, is FY 
: manifeſt invaſion of the Chriſtian lie, 
bherty ; and to languiſh out ones/life in 4. 
ffa& of laſie Nevotion , without ſtudy- 
ng to ſerve God in our Generation, 
2Ms , contrary to the intendment of 
Religion, a great many of, its Precepts 
Sſ1ng about thoſe Duties 'we.owe our 
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; 


digs: Yet Tor: alle is, it {9 not 
to-be-denied to be a great defe& that we 
want recluſe Houſes ,-fora ſtricter train- 
"tg up'of thoſe. who. defign to lead 'q 
| | ie life,” and to ſerve-in the Goſpel; |w 
. that their -thinds being' rightly formed | w 
|| before their firſt ſetting out they may" 
, be well*c ualified and furniſhed for their cc 
I work. Such Houſes' might alſo be re- ar 
tredtihg-places for old Os, after they [th 
had ſexSed their Generation , and were {c 
| nomoreableto underg0'toil and fatigue; þw 
' they mightbe alſo Sanctuaries for devout I ti 
* Perſons, in times of their greater-affli: | 01 
, tions ' 'of devotions. / But for all this |C 
5 want ,- it fixeth no impuration on our [di 
Church, her Doctrine; 'or Worſhip) [be 
- - that ſhe'is {o poor, as not to beableto|w 
_ . maintain fuch Seminaries; But on theſin 
| way, itishogreat charadter of the Piety|w 
> of their Church,that ſhe abounds fo withth 
_ greatandrich dotations, when we conſi-|w 
| der the Arts they -uſed for acquiringJpc 
" [rhem, by making People believe them: [ne 
3 ſelves ſecure of Heaven by fuch youy | 
| \tions: : Indeed, had we got our- Peo St 
befoo ol | 


N "afwus f js > —_ 2p a 
; : 


 [befooled into ſuch perſwaſions, ithecheat | 
might have proſpered 


= 


as well 1n our 
hands; but 'we are-not-of thoſe, who | 
bandle the word of :Gad: deveitfully-;/ not I 
will we draw the People even todo/good | 
with a crafty guile;*sr bye for Gouy'i\/ ©, 
; But now-, as a concluſion toi this Dits 
courſe, T:muſit confider ,, if all *things 
among us be ſo ſound-and well grounded, 
that 'with a quiet-Mind and good Con» 
ſcience every one may-hold Comtmnnnion 
with vur'Church';.and hope for:Salvas 
tion init}, 'I ſhall-therefore-briefly run 
over the: Nature -and/ Characers:of: the 
| Chriſtian Faith, xo tes if' any eontra+ | 
diction to them, -or-any' part:ofi them * _ 
be found among us;F*And firſtof all; we 
worſhip God in Spirit. as a Spiritual Be- 
ing, with ſuitable:Adorations,. which 
we dire&t'to no Image: nor Symbol of __ 
the Divine Preſence; but 'teach j:1rhat 4 
-|we ought not to figure God to any" cors - | 
rporeal being, no not 4r our thoughts; 
- Jneither'do we worſhip any, belide.God | 
- [the Father, Son; and Spirit: -We'alfo 7 
el worſhip Chrift , but-as heis God, and 
| —_—y K 4 hath 
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| hatlithe:fulneſs:of ther God-head-dwel- 
: hng in him bodily: Angels indeed we 
 honour}-but knoawtag them. to be qur [© 
- fellow-ſervants; wecannot pray-to them, | Pc 
_orfalldown-beforethem : We count the [ex 
5 holy Virgi® bleſſed avzyrg women, but dare | th 
' give herno ſhare of. the glory due to. her | | 
En{Altche Saints:we reverence -and | n« 
love;;.but knowing:God to be:a fealous O\ 
God,) we: cannot divide that honour a: [le 
mong them, which-is only due-:to him, | w 
and therefore do neither worſhipthem, | be 
their-Images; nor-their.Reliques,,, We | C 
| defire-alfoito offer up: to God fuch-Sacri- | ot 
- ficesias we: know. are well-pleafing to | 01 
— mim; iPreyers, Praiſes, broken and contrite | is 
Z Hearts, and our Souls and Bodies , but reject | w 
| all Charms and Enchantments'from our | w 
Worſhip; as cont#ary to the' reaſonable | 74 
ſervice which is acceptable to Goat, and do] 6G 
retain [the genuine ſimplicity--of the| v 

0 

O 

0 

d 

If 


! _ pe-worthip , in: a 'plain and-intelli- 
\ gible-ftile a of Such ako any-mix- 
tures:drawn from Judaiſm or Gentiliſm: 
And thus there 1s nothing among us con; 
trary to the firſt delign of Religion. 
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LJ: And as little: will-be found againſt the 
e Ikcond;, "which: is the honour: due to 
[Chriſt in all his Offices: We teach our 

a, [People to ſtudy the Scriptures , and-to 
e Jexamineall weſay by them, andexhort | 
e | them to depend on: : God , who by his 
r | Spirit will teach them as well-as usz 
d [neither do we pretend to an authority 
4 | over their Conſciences , but  acknow+- ' 
- {ledge our ſelves men of like infirmities | 
, | with the People, who are all called tro | 
; | be a Royal Prieſthood ; and thus we honour 
e Chriſts Prophetical Office, by founding 

- | our Faith only on the Divine Authority 
o | of the Scriptures. we alſo believe, there 
e | is 0 Name given under. Heaven by which 
| | we can be ſaved, but the Name of Chriſt, 
r | who laid down hc Life a ranſom for our Souls, 
e | that by his Croſs we, might be reconciled to | 
of God; and it is to that one Sacrifice; thar 
el we teach all to fly for obtaining remifſlion {- : 
- | of ſins and the Go of God truſting 
-1 only tojt, and to nothing we havedone 
or can do, knowing that when we have 
done all we can do we. are but anprofitable - 
ſervants; much leſs do we hope-for. 


but his , and we acknowledge-him the 
only King of his Church , whoſe: Laws 


Neither do we acknowledge | any other 

Z Authority, but his; over our Conſciences; 
| Itis'true,-in things indifferent, he hath 
leftia power with his'Church to deter- 
minein'thoſe Matters, which may tend 
ro advance order, edification, peace, and 


decenoy; but. asithe Church cannot add | 


| to our Faith, $' neither can-it inſtitute 
| new. pieces- of Worſhip which ſhall 
- commend us to God, or bind any load 
uponvur Souls, | Weown a Miniſterial 
Authority | in all” the Paſtors: of the 
Charch, which they derive from Jeſus 


Chriſt, and not from any viſible Head |þ 


6n/ earth, and- therefore they: are only 
ſubje&-to Chriftg”We alſo hold, that 
the 'Givil Powers are of Chriſt, whoſe 


| [them\more cloſely on us , and 'therefore 
| (LiF they 90 Jo. wrong , "We leave 'them- to 


———Thrilts 


| ching wh n inp: Sir Rllowiegcloutes: © 
We apply our Souls to no Interceſſour | 
but Chrift, . and-truſt'to no Satisfaction [6 


| muſt bind it to the:end of the World, [d 


Goſpet'/binds the duty of obedience to |. 


5: [Etrift roHanal, who ſer rheri ups, bit - 


ry FAvter T52 © 


erend tono er from this Goſpel t6 
oo or reliftihem, and thus —_ 
four Chrift 'in all his Offices, and {6 
afe conforr to the ſecond branch of wy 
geſgn of our Faith. 

; We alſo receive the third with the 
ame fidelity, ''and whatever the'pra- 
Rices of too'too many among us be; 
yet there 15 no-ground to'quarrel our D&- 
Qrine; we preach repentance to-all, 
and ſtudy to convince them of they mi 


fery, and loſt. eſtate,” that they: may 


mourn for their ſins, and turn to' God? 
i new courſe of-life ; we preach -Fait 
through Chriſt in God, 45 that which 
unites our ſouls to him, by which we'are 
in Chriſt, and Chriſt is: in vs. We fie 
up our people to love the-Lord their Goal 
with all their heart, frength., ſoul / and 
mind , and to 'wait for his Sow chrif Feſws's ; 


who ts the hope of glory and ſhall change- our 
vile bodies into the likeneſs of his glorious 


| | Body. And from this great- motive « 


wepreſs our people to the ftudy of hole? 
[neſs without which they ſhall never ſee Godl 


We , 


LIMI 


' menhtsfor the rule of their lives, wt 
| expoſition we chiefly take from Chriits 
| Sermon on the mount , neither can we bg 
_ charged for having taught the People, 
- tobreak one of the leaſt of theſe Com- 
 mandments..  Weexhort all our hearers 
 to-make the life of Chriſt the pattern 
* .of theirs, and to learn of him who was 
* meek and lowly in heart; neither can 
our Church beaccuſed of having taught 
 * any Carnal Doctrines, for gratifying the 
| bale Intereſts of the fleſh , or for ingrol- 


oO —% 


I WOrering 
* Without add; 


£< 1 the power or treaſure of the World; | 


Nr ee er En Fa 24 WINERE _ ” 7: apa Fee Ore TION Pe 
n A my 7 yp > oy 
4 ; ; & 3 El # . f of ; 4” YI 7 
: . FY wh S. : 3 ; RA 4 : * k FN k 4 #5 4 N LIM 4 £8 
<A A FX 'Y oe” L 3 - F 5 '% ; $249 Ms 
05 RY "OF * . 6 B- bs l 6 a - YZ # o7 
+ "8p > 7 6 i 2 WO - 
x 66 4 8 , _ - p be ug 
ent” - SL Tt "'F %%s. * 2” . " , n 
4 - - Y M - £% 
EY © / Y "4 [4 _ s wo ” 
OE " 3 L 4 | "wo. 
” k A S % : 
pa - . <>. © . D - ” = I. X 4 a Fa <ir s 


3 
” 


4 w © $5. 


| and whole. Converſation; but we pre- 


k i : f y Wh P fie? 4 | 'T bY 7 
Tome lefſer matter they differ from us - 


but hope they may be ſaved as well aswe:: 
We-abhor the Doctrine of cruel per 
citing of "any for their Conſciences: 
The outmoſt we allow of, or defire-of 
that nature , being the preſervation of | 
our 'own Societies , pure from the con- 
tagion of other . Traffiquers, and the 
driving from us thoſe who do ſo diſturb 
us. All the authority we give the 
Church, is Paternal , and not Tyrans 
nical, our Church-men we hold to:b 
the Paſtors, but not the Lords of the 
flock, who areobliged to feed them fins 
cerely , both by their Do@tine, Labours; 


tend to no blind obedience due to tt 

directions, and count them noble Chr# 
ſtians, who ſearch and try all they fa 
by that Teſt of the Scriptures : We-ſend| 


the People to confeſs their ſins to:God); 
from whom only we teach them to, ex-\- 1 
pedt their pardon, and pretend to no 0+ | 
ther keys, but Miniſterial ones, over 
publick and known Scandals. . In:ous 
Worſhip, - as all do underſtand it,-{s 


eVe 
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An xy one Dn in it. / Tod in Col 
' Dum ny wy jy ſt mpliciry of our Sa- 
| comments , _ have religiouſly adhered 
| tothe Rules of the Goſpel, we holding 
| them to be ſolemn federal Rites of our 
> Stipulation wich God, in which if we 
” ._do worthily partake of them,we are aſſu- 
£ wed of the Preſence of the Divine Spirit 
F and Grace;,' for' uniting our Souls more 


| intirelyto God, and advancing us in all 
| the ways of. the Spirit of Lite, and if 
* the Inſtitution of them in'the Goſpe bg 
|; be compared withour Adminitrricn of 
Fa them , it wil appear how cloſe we have 
 Andthuswe ſee how exactly conforms 
, the Dodrine:of our Church is to the 
- whole Branches .of the Chriftian De- 
| $gn; upon which it is not to bedoubted, 
| but the Characters of the Chriſtian Re- 
ro ns Sane 7 
uy onthe Scriptures, 
(great dcal of venerable eſteem 


E- pwity, which Joutimted 4.28% 4 four 
| DD — andio be verywilling to be 
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e [determined in Rituals and Matterg»that - 
4 [are external and-indifferent by their: Qpits 
4 jnions and Practices, yet our Faith ſertles ** 
g fonly on the Word of God, and not'on 
Ir lor Traditions of Men:; neither do we __ 

believe every Spirit that pretends taE 
= [Rapts and Viſions, but try the Spirits ,” 
t | whether they be of God or not, and * 
s | though an Angel ſhould preach to us another 
I | Gofpel, we would hold him accarſed, The © 
if [Miracles we truſt to, as the Proofs of 
the Truth of that Revelation which we 
f | believe , areonly thoſe contained in the. 


e [Scriptures and though we believe there? 
[was a wonder-working power contt- 
2 | nued for ſome time in the Church, yet L 
e | we make a great difference betwixt what 
- | we hiſtorically credit, and what we reli- } 
|, | gioufly beheve , neither will we, for 
> | {upporting onr Interelt or Authority, : 
xr | Have recourle to that baſe trade-off for» 
k | ging lying Wonders, but we reftſatisfied 
n {with the Miracles Chriſt and his A+ 
r | poltles wrought for the proaf -of the 
x [Religion we own, ſince what we be- 
& [ieve, is ao other than what they ougasy 
- | and 


$5 
ghd 2th 


F 2554 LF, FI SO 
» ms Oe >; A 3 rae 6 mk ug Pp tha, ke», Ph a a . 5 Bk de 
A 3. A \ ORR Eo Pans , Th 2 5 w- ” 

g EI IF Py % X p Es.) = 

, 20 $ , W_ 
5 ws b " 
- s ; F- 

\ : 3 


itherefc > we | have the crade of £ for F 
$4 + Mirches; to them who have 
[1 x1 de <d a new Religion. 

-TAnd for the plain geriuines of the 

— we have not departed a ſtep from 
=, ſince: we call upon our People by all 
Fi emotives we can deviſe, and with all 

- the earneſtneſs we are Maſters of, to re- 
- ceive full and clearInfſtruction in all the 
| Matters of our Religion, which we di- 
Kindly lay open'to them. And nothing | 
© of Intereſt or Deſign can be charged on 
= $8; who pretend to nothing but to be 

> Stewaras of the Myſterigy of Ged ; nor £ 
p- 0 we offered ro ſophiſticate the Gmpli- 
T4 _ of our Worſhip by any additions' 
..t0 it, for the determining about ſome 
K rticular forms is no addition to Wor- 

2 wp, but only the fol wing forth of 
» heſe Precepts of doing ll things to edi- | 
= fication, peace, and order : But an ad- 

# i to Worſhip i is, when any new | \ 
* fpicce of Divine Service is invented, | 

| {with a pretence of our being more ac- 
+ ceptable:to God thereby, or of-our re- 

A Pereangs Grace by that conveyance ;. and 
Bak oF ther ob 
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'} therefore any Rites we. as 
are not without ſome hints from"Se 


ture, ſo we pyerend-not to- become alljf 


e | way acceptable to-God by them. E 
_ Further , - we: teach no irrational nog? 
wn _unconceivable Doctrine: Tt is true thang? 
Hf are Myſteries in our Faith, and evew: 
& | reaſon it ſelf teacherh, that theſe muſt bg? 
| unconceivable , but for. all our othepi 
i- perſwaſions they are ſuch as may be welt 
5 | made out to the rational faculties an 
11 man; therefore we do' not betake ew 
Ci ſelves to that Sanctuary , that we mal 
I [be believed, aſfert what we pleaſe 
- weaſſert nothing but what we offer" 
5] evince by the cleareſt proofs. And 
© fine, weaddnothing to the burdenſome! 
©| neſsof the Laws of Chriſt , but teagl 
ff and propoſe them as we have then frany 

| his Goſpel , without adding , changuagy: 
*| / or altering a tittle from the firltlne 


82 tb 
We 


- \ation. | | 25S 
>] And fo far have I conſidered the? 
"| Doctrine and Worſhip of our Church 
wherein if I could juſrify all our Pres 
&rces, as wellasI cando our Principles. 
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Ml the Cavils of \Mortals, - But 
'F bad practices, whatſoever matter of 
be egrate they may furniſh us with , they 
"0 = 

- off ford none for ſeparation : Therefore ; 
zmcre 15 no ground that can juſtify a ſepa- 
N Fu tion from our Church , much leſs 
Warrant the turnin over from us to 


#7 Ge pn my deſigned Enquiry , 
pe Mich was, if with a ſafe Conſcience 
y m1 ht adjoin themſelyes to the Po- 
eligion , or if Communion with 
FCturch was to be kept and cont- 
d in; and have found great grounds 
S ſer the evident hazards of the for- 
er, ſo tt no man to whom his fal- 
| Sa ton and welfare 1s dear, can , or ought 
DO) yn himſelf to that Church; on the 

r hand , without renting the Body 
of Chriſt, none can,.or ought to depart 
rom our Churches : But I leave the 
zrufal and confidering of theſe things 
to the ſerious Reader, to whom 1 
Fr: they may gl ve ſome ſatisfaction , 
orig with him to the Enquiry an 
atten- 
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> Communion of Roxze : And thus 
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AndI leave the ſucceſs of this, po _ 
other attempt of this Nature , for t 1 
clearing of Divine truth, with him w » 
is the only Fountain of Bleſſings, who 
iS OVEr al, God bleſſed for evermogg! 
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Errata. 
Rs e 15, line 6. for fotmerly read formally. 1, 24. 
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trapſmuting. f. 103. 0. 16. fince r. for. - p.110, 
wor r, for. f. 138.0. 13. unityr, purity, 
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